March 2, 1933. 


Dear Doctor | “udgee:= 


I think’ the action‘of the.Council in the, 
matter ae the Assembly was. most judicious: change the 
place of meeting and keep the full tale: of comaissioners; . 
not perhaps becauce it would not be better to somewhate 
reduce the size, but because there does not seem to be 
any constitutional way for the Council . to Teduce it 
all ine moment and Me POSS TAG 7 ein 


Is there not some way in ahtate (he Assembly, 


ean meet in a chureh and not in that political hall, 


‘enoriel, I think they ‘call it? I know Coluibus.a bit, 

in fact was #® comnilss sioner to the last Assembly theres. 
That Memorial Wall is one of the least spiritual places. 
in the world. I khow the numbers etc. But can't there 

be restrictions pléeced SO ie Ree Qnty; comalssioners: Hoa . 
in, if necessary. ees f ; 


: It seens ‘ko be: Guat: this year’ is a » elonabnk 4 
opportunity for our. Church to give a ringing testimony | 3 
along a spirituel front that will be telling and a blessing « ~ 
to. the whole world. I want to see prayer, deliberation = 
by’ elected comnissioners,. ereat silences in the Assembly, 
vhen that croup of elected men and women solemnly face ~ 


vese tremendous matters before us. I wereky. cic mache more — rea 


will come of it thet we dreails 


Cantt we just cut across ail! a ola Lanee. 
of method, omit these lone adéresses by the secretaries;- 
That material is all in print anyway, and let the voice 
of the church, in the person of the elected . pastor. and 


| sear aace *rom here end there be héard, Let's: BNe: a Y pastors 


Senn 5 ya an elders' assembly. 


Under the. wondeutuily. iinle. teekievon Of: 
your genius, it seems to mé, a very fine thing can: be... 
done right now, Let us make this depression a time not for | 
feeling cramped, but for feeling released. I believe it can — 
be the hap iest and nost heartening Seageury, in yearss ing 


Yours ever: ‘sineorely, is 
The név.DreLewis 36 udre, stated chork,. 


witherspoon vaildine, i Gar atl erik Oe MUR 
Thiladelphia, Penna. tile” Ne xf ae ea : 
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EXECUTIVE HEAD 
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Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
Elizabeth, N. J. 


Dear Brother Robinsons 
I have your gracious letter of March 2nd. 


I am glad you can give your approval to the economy plans 
which have been inaugurated. I need not assure you that I am 
eager to see the objectives to which your letter refers fully 
attained at the next Assembly. 


Those who do not remember the Assemblies of by gone years 
apparently do not appreciate how much has been done to eliminate 
from the Assembly's program and docket extraneous matters. Fur- 
thermore in recent years the devotional periods of the Assembly 
have been very greatly improved, thanks to the courteous and 
cordial cooperation from year to year of the Assembly with the 
efforts of the Moderator + Stated Clerk who are in charge of these 
devotional periods.under the Standing Rules. 


With regard to the reforms you suggest in connection with 
the reports of the Boards I wish so much that you would communicate 
your excellent ideas directly to the Secretaries of the Boards. 
All that the Stated Clerk can do is to assign, subject to the 
approval of the General Assembly, the periods which are to be 
occupied by the Boards in the presentation of their reports. He 
has no authority to regulate the method of procedure which takes 
place within the assigned periods. A further point of approach 
and an equally effective one would be through the Standing Committee 
of each of the Boards. It is the Chairman of this Standing 
Committee who is the presiding officer over the General Assembly 
period of the given Board. He and his associates on the Standing 
Committee can, if they will, determine the method of presentation. 
Permit me to say that I have several times approached the Secre- 
taries of the Boards and urged them to make their addresses shorter 
and less factual in character. Some of the Secretaries have res- 
ponded favorably to this suggestion. 


The Spiritual Emphasis Committee of the General Council 
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will at this Assembly make a special effort to exercise a friendly 
influence over the matters which you rightly have on your mind. 

Of course, neither the General Assembly or this Committee has any 
authority to rule or regulate, but anything that persuasion or tact- 
fulness can obtain I know will be attempted. ty 


For a number of years I have advocated a biennial Assembly and 
a large reduction in the number of commissioners. So long as we 
have the present number of commissioners it is almost impossible to 
flind a church which will hold then. The seating capacity of 
churches is almost always exaggerated. When you go to a church 
and examine from the standpoint of actual seating capacity what its 
Limitations are, the churches that will seat more than seven or eight 
hundred people actually are very vew in number. Especially is this 
true when it is the Assembly which is to be accomodated. When men 
are sitting long hours you cannot crowd them together in pews. 
It requires a church capable of seating fourteen or fifteen hundred 
people to properly provide for the comfort of our approximately 
one thousand commissioners, especially when space has to be taken 
for the necessary Assembly officials and related business. 


I am earnestly hoping that our present problems will result 
in a biennial Assembly and a greatly reduced number of commissioners. 
Until one or both of these reforms is accomplished much reduction 
in the General Assembly expenses is impossible. 


With renewed appreciation of your gracious and helpful letter, 
believe me 


Yours sincerely, 


yi cee ei 


Lewis S. Mudge 
Stated Clerk 


vs ie 7. TY ak 2" toi We ? v7 te 7 , 


| ‘Mareh 6, 1993, 
Dear Doctor “udre:=. thy 


Thank you most néaxtaiy for eae: ie ‘and. eh ie 
interestinc letter, | You: are indeed very pea — 
SO mueh trouble as. that. oan ta ee | 


Ivan for ceonony, if it died’ not cost too une 
Sut I amin search of a General Assenbly which embodies 
the fenius of all presbyterian f¢enersl assemblies, ffom. 
the ericin.of tho Reformed - chureh to now; whether Trench, 
Swiss; Seottish, or ne eee: north or southyearly ¢ Png 


Sige is probably a | aba Loue nov, ‘but. Tt can 


- coneeive of my ideal done oe large proportions. Peeshs + 


yterial convention, custom and courtesy work against 
the best interests. of my ideal. Selection’ of ‘one wiio 
hes never. gone't, 'the tian whose. cousin lives in the. 
city where the necting ie<to be held" and all such’ :,. 
iotives seen to he to be aost outrageous. Of. ‘course, on 
the other hand, you can't afford to develop an aristhe 


cracy of perennial commis stoners; although Serial 3 : 
think sone experience isva a good + ning for a. Binh ae egrtan tis ¥ 


Bi have. 


ie nee ‘y Father is my: auth cgaey for. balieriug: ‘that 
you Have worked won/ers in administering: the conduct 
of our ‘Asconbly. Seether thinks you are. ‘a perfect cenius: 


ené never ceases to praige you as a ‘mastor of assemblies". 


o nothing that I say is criticism in the shallow sense, 
r om studying: the: Presbyterian system and an bsp hit 
1 apres sed: with 1te Ts. gh keen +e vork ite 7 


i T basstete a “Little. to address the: boards, shat’ 
is; one. anones so many? Perhaps, pai act he can tha Ghee 


ay, to eet $0 theme 


one geanger, as’ it gecns to ei aie to Aaah eae 


make the assembly more spiritual in too necheanical a> Nd SONA 


fashion, I think the Spiritual Emphasis Counittee can 
do much good, but my, picture is. of an assembly: leced — 
with threads of deep spiritual emotion, vhich is not 


localized too much in either a comittee or in a. Croup 
of devotional leaders. . I look fora eathering where 

the floor will break out!) dunto a season of prayer, vith. 
voice after voice being: partons and no. particular. is aes 
EVP aR ALE eee ie tay b 7 BOON est ALY Syn tetd NYY Sa i 


; ; : a z Pr. heh Tt a ae Wah 
ye PREY ms saat ; : ¥* iy. gee ete er 
a ae my & i ¥ ' of 4 7 se ; mt fry’? % te ae 
, ’ i i" t ¢ rey | ty { . em a ahaa 
a fcr is ~ "Tia oe oA 0" at M8 4 ‘au? 5 . = 


oe 


- 
~ 
? 
*. 
ms 


© oh enn ra E> 


T think the pehenbaae must be otank back into. 


a church auditoriun or some Assembly Hall built for Bs 


purpose, Certainly a peep into those Edinburgh halls 
is inspiring though there be no assembly BitLings Eb! 
deplore this “Memorial Hall because I know its I worked. 
some months one summer in Columbus, I have been. to 


an assembly in it, It is ghastly as @ spiritual inple= 


ment. If we had to take our’services into the great 
hotel ball room which is next door it would kill © 

to a larre degree the beautiful atmosphere, T know | 
the practical difficulties, but. still I stick to >” 


the point, We“have ‘not ‘the. "ecclesiastical momentum 7” 


of, the Zpiscopali¢ns for instance’ whe’ ean ‘get coing* 
so to speak, by a formal procession in canonicals,. i 
tT held services as a chaplain all over French. bettle=. 


fields and I: know how hard-it is ‘to ¢reate atmosphere | - 


for the plain Reformed type of service, It is great 


when won, but the winning ig hard, I think to house (\_ 


our Assembly in:a churchly ‘place ‘would be one ereat 
step forward. ys Piha ae: 


Next, I think commissioners should be heard 


almost to the exclusion of everyone else, It is their = - 


‘show!, Any excesses by vrivate members will soon 


be tamed, for I think the Assembly is keen to detect ~~ / 


a fil ibuster or a tirade, cr a bore, If I may say 
so, the Assembly is too well. planned. I went to give 
it back to pastors and elders, the conmissioners, 
They know. the problems, they come with the mandetes 


and atmosphere of their presbyteries and chirehay el) 


They have to produce the money, get. ‘the members, 
shepherd the flock, I: wish all ‘our boord. people ‘ateht 
take @ yoar off ond ¢o around -anong the: churches’ : 

Listen and not to speak, They would be wonderfully 


‘checred by the devotion, and I think they would 


give the churches, pastors and elders more credit 
for knowing someth MINE 4 bout ehureh Lite end vorke. 


Another. item: the small church, the pastor 


thereof, the elder thereof, must get into the light. more. 


"hen the organization does turn ‘to ‘pastors’ ete, it. 
just. picks e few who hapren to be conspicuous either 
by their location, their own efforts, their =pablicity 
conplex or what you will. Yet, the vast majority of. 


“the church is fathered in small congregations, in yy 
villages rather then iieatet under ipomoure Father eS aS 
than i ge tos gh Ce | s Hastie ,, F ) paar te 


|e Fe 


b 4%. ~ 7 “y "oe 
r ~~" BR a ae 
2 1 oe 5 ea 
a ~--* a . - _ 
ae, we | Ft. » 


: Doubtless my ideal will look dreamy to you at first 
sight, but werily I believe it would revolutionize our 
‘reat church. This past year I have been moderator of 
this Glicabeth | Presbyterye I have tried. some experizents. 
and I have been pleased with the results, T have called 

for seasons of prayer, and been met by tides of it, so. 
that one had to break in after‘ten or twelve. I have 

asked men to stand and offer prayer between items of ° | 
business. I got a group of fourteen pastors to-gether and 
reac Baxter to. then,to their great edification, and 

their further © srivote study of that great old pastor. 

T have myself been deep in the reading of the old Puritan’ 
Divines, I got a great. pleasure reading that monograph 

of Vander Velde in the liarvard Uistorical Series entitadd: © 
'The Presoyterlan Churches and tha Federal Vnion 1861-1669", 
I was interested in the historical facts, but more in the 
i tmosphere, ang the powerful public efrect. whieh the | 
Assenbly had on the nation. °I think a lot-of that is lost 
to us. Reports are published in advance, The commissioner 
on his way to meet reads in the papers. just what he. will - 
pass or reject, and the man feels just like a cog-in.... 

a machine, and wonders why he had to go, That, I think, 4s. 

specially true of the elder from a country church, @ man, 

by the way, of snormous botentig lity in our sayin nial 

at this time. 


Another small matter: isn't ther cy to cet ‘the 
crowd who sit on the platform at assemblies to sit 
elsewhere. If people other than commissioners are ; 
entitled to sit, let then sit among the Somaidolahere; 
not above then or apart from them. Our system knows ©. 
no thouse of lords! or even a ‘senate’ or *house of bishopst. 
Clear the pulpit, and cet the hand-shaking, visiting,. cae 
tconstantly-deferred=totelenent out of the sight of theses! 
clected representatives of the people wuss Boney. is hoc 
be spent and who are the churehe 


If you have indulged me by read il “ehew bad shoe 
you have been, arain, very kind. “y. rm cood wishes go. 
to you, and my labor and prey ere: g0 for the E000 nF our - 
rereat Churehe | , ie . | Hoe i 


Yours evor sincerely, 
The ReveDr.Lewis 5.) fudeey,. Stated NGLork. TE or 


Ceneral» Assembiy. of the "pesbyterian cfurehsNaSaiey ' 
witherspoon Poaaamgd agen aikee | meget ine | 
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Rev. Stewart M. Robinson,D.D., 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey. 


Dear Dr. Robinsons: 


I have your letter of March 6th and have read it with much 
interest. I trust that sometime in the not distant future when 
you are planning to be in Philadelphia you will let me know. It 
will be a pleasure to have a conference with you that I may as— 
certain first hand just how you believe that your very helpful 
suggestions may be put in practice in connection with the meetings 
of our Assembly. 


Permit me to say that what you have in mind is what I have 
during the last twelve years endeavored to keep constantly before 
MC There have been some very marked changes effected in 
connection with the devotional life of the Assembly. To the 
casual observer perhaps these are not evident but they form a part 
of the constant endeavor of the Stated Clerk to make the Assembly 
sessions dignified not only in the parliamentary way but in a spirit— 
ual sense. Every session of the Assembly has been opened not with 
a prayer offered by someone who is suddenly selected for the purpose, 
but by someone who has been notified in advance and, therefore, 
supposedly at least ready to render spiritual service. Moreover 
prior to this prayer, a hymn is always sung, often four, five or six 
stanzas, with the purpose of assembling the commissioners and creating 
spiritual atmosphere and order before the prayer is offered. Further- 
more the ushers do not permit commissioners to seektheir places dur- 
ing the prayer. 


The greatest care has been taken to make the devotional periods 
of the Assembly spiritually profitable. In recent years we have 
prepared orders of service which have given impressiveness to the 
devotional services without excluding participation from the floor. 
At very recent Assemblies under the direction of the Spiritual 
Emphasis Committee of the General Council there have been extended. 
periods for prayer and praise given over solely to participation by 
the commissioners. 


I suppose you will agree with me that a docket with more or 
less six hours is a necessity if the business of the Assembly 
is to be functioned within reasonable time and in an orderly way. 


The Presbyterian Church in the United States of America 
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There is always the problem of adjusting valuable time among the 
various interests which always and properly require the attention 
of the Assembly. 


Never to my knowledge has there been any restraint placed 
upon the commissioners by any Moderator in the matter of par- 


ticipation and discussion and debate. Only on a very few 
occasions during the last twelve years has the rule been in vogue 
limiting speechs to ten minutes. When this rule has been put 


in force it has always been by a motion made from the floor which 
motion was not inspired from the platforn. 


With regard to the two hour periods allowed to each of the 
Boards, so far as I know, the only Board that has ever arranged 
participation from the floor in advance has been the Board of 
Foreign Missions which has on certain occasions encouraged the 
participation of outstanding missionaries who were present at the 
Assembly for the purpose of giving the commissioners immediate 
touch with their representatives on a number of the mission fields. 


With reference to the presence on the Assembly platform of a 
considerable number of individuals, this is not a continuous 
situation throughout the meeting of the Assembly. At the session 
on Thursday afternoon when the Moderator is elected, at least 
fifty percent of those who are on the platform have made their way 
there without any official sanction whatever. On the other days 
of the Assembly those who appear are ordinarily persons who have 
official connection with the report being presented. 


In a word, what is sometimes stated to be the fact, namely, 
that the commissioners at a. General Assembly are limited as to 
opportunities for expression is totally without foundation. They 
have ample opportunity to express themselves and if the designated 
period is not long enough for the discussion desired there is 
never the slightest discussion about extending it. My observation 
is that it is the floor, not the platform that wearies of debate. 


Thanking you again for your very gracious and thoughtful 
letter and hoping that you will welcome and accept my invitation 
at your convenience for a conference, believe me 


Yours sincerely, 


7 this proposed plan we should send tee pair, ‘our ni 


‘  hiaseahh By ORRg FET I ae oe ae 


pear Doctor ° faa? 


Foreive me it ae Rees: hiake ‘hte one defore. 

Tam oraine into this Assembly problem and deeply | . ie yee 

interested. ae Sa 

our Tor of ‘Covtt. Chape? crx, par, II (pace ” ea 

S67 my copy) indicates that reprosentation sliall be 

equal as. between bishops and eleers and one pair for . 2 aes Nenalel te age 

évery 24 ministers dn a presbytery or Ha jor fraction ae eee ae oie 

thereof. , ‘s Ag oe. aid’ 
-"T have nakee” Tether (w ‘.Cokrtland Robinsot).: 

up in Nelhivif he Hinds cheeking over “inutes to see ey 

what effect would be of chance ing this desi¢nation 

‘minister’ in Form te. "pastor® as Dupin #6 mens an 

nomend ie tune’ of Vinutes, Pee ee | hae 


| Tt strikes me this hould mabottecis @ reduce hae 
the number and also incidentally accomplish twow 6° <4) 

other desirable things, tend to stress importance of . 

the pastor in our system, and indirectly zive concre=— Pe lie 
gations strength, for the. ig iia is .over a sonereea Phony i, 


| Really, wien you cone to Look at, Ste, | 
tho people are entirely ignored in this scheme of | 
representation as we have it, excent as they. appenh: 
inferentially, because astanreye Wyse pin mean | if 
qoneregationss ce 


ae Is 46 not bouwibie that a ‘staple ‘elahie. 
of one word in out Form’ would actohplish ‘these hasty nha 
points: (1) reduce Assembly, (2). Exalt: shy Pasig 
{3) Give congregations rep ‘sentation? . 


of. course this would not eanaen ony ‘tnioter OF we 
ineligible to attend evon when not a pastor. This’ Fan 
emer a working rule for getting at a number, mde EL w, ane 
a way of excluding any caterory of minister. But I ar ith Soe Hh 

‘frank to say that I think it would be no bad thing to.) 95 (0: 
tend to stress the pastoral, function. “het you: vant in Ledger ts él 
an Assembly ds a reflection. of the working forees of: » eee pa te 
“your constituency and pestors do envisage —- (tekon — ar 

as a class) more truly than any: other class o singed 


Just for a cheek T note the effect on our Py 
vresbytery of Plizabeth.s. .ve now send three pairs; eee 
nis Saat 


roll of hg surinks to Se nee only, ier ca 


. ly aes ade Ys, f fe A ” 4 
HCE we «res “ oe’ oe! Ae 


: | page. 2 
/As a. basis. for oouputation,. | do not think this works 
any injustice nor discounts any men's particular function 
in the ministry. On: the other hand, I think it tends ~~ 
to a finer justice and ecuality. There are presbyteries 
where for one reason or another ministers tend to eccumu- — 
late on the roll. T.cantt see why this accunulation . 
should lend such ¢reat weight in the allocation of 
comni: sioners. These ninisters can go to presbytery, — 
vote for commissioners, go themselves as cowvissioners, 
and: exercise all. the funetions of their proper office, 
Qnee the rule is established and the method put. into force 
most people will forget all. about the FALE | or the 
basis, I had to. look a5 UDe e 


If this sinple ‘plan: could: be. piaset: in an Opbntuces. 
I should: be slad to introduce it at Slizabeth Tresbytery's 


spring meeting and I doubt not it. would. Win ceneral support. 


If I could have your help in drawing an Overture in a way 
approved. to technical procedure, and could indicate in 

my appeal that this met your mpprernty. that would éoubtless 
add great vieicht, | cae. . | 


If this number rO4e, bap: 2 weds: or. commissioners m 
still. makes the body too lerge, isn't it easy to raise ‘thet | 
to *3O0* or what, you will, and get a basis which will =~ 
be satisfactory for now and allow a certain amount of © 
increasé before it has to be venperey with arains 


From the stand point of a presbyter. on the floor, 
I am convinced a bricf succinct overture is the kind TReS ° 
gets a hearing, and eets: av) Toval. : | 


T am with continued deep regards 
| Yours very sincerely, 
The Rev.Dr.eLewis S.lmudeey ' “tated Clerk ; 
General Assembly of the. : ‘Fosbyterian Churehy Ver eAes 


vitherspoon guilding, 
Philadelphia, ‘enna. 
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SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
EAST JERSEY STREET, NEAR BROAD 
ELIZABETH, N. J, 


Dearest Fox:- 


Had an interesting letter from Dr.Chas.Proudfit 
whose name I saw on a copy of The United Presbyterian. 
I wrote him to ask about old Alexander and enclose the 
letter he sent me. 


I also send along some correspondence with 
Mudge. Also a letter from Ewing. Evidently the Advance 
ran my article on the Assembly. I sent a copy to 
each of the three papers. Banner tried to get it in 
but thing was too long for their space, and then 
Council acted, so Faris wrote me a nice letter. 
I have sent them a shorter one entitled tAn Assembly 
of Pastors! or something of that sort, I have really 
forgotten what I call it. It knoeks the old Memorial 
Hall of Columbus as a meeting place. I sent a copy 
of screed along to Harry Cotton and had a good letter 
back from him saying no church in town could hold 
the Assembly as it is. 


So, I guess the first step is to reduce the 
thing. The more I think about this idea of mine 
the better it looks. It would reduce our representation 
in Eliz to one pair, and that of Los Angeles from 
14 pair to 3 pair. Look at Los Angeles 339 ministers 
only 78 pastors, and it must be fifty with no initial 
after name at all, just nothings. 


I wonder if you ‘anf the girls' up there could 
go over the Presbyteries and in lines indicate the 
following items 
Rres, Name No. ministers, Present representation in @en.Ass, 
“No Pastors (official designation 'P' in Minutes), Proposed 
ae al | | ys 
Represeutations Number communicants in Presbytery, 


I Represehtation now and \ I Rad thd hag N.B.Never mind missionary 


Presb teniee. | avy 
y , Per Comver "Cone i 
\ gr SF pasa | ‘pow Pa 
Eliz. 3205 9752 
» can aplée syrup. Witt buy—5—egais 
if fine grade—and-moderate” ¥ par 
-b0Ve > ~ 


Broad Street [reshyterian Church 


BROAD STREET AT GARFIELD AVENUE 
COLUMBUS, OHIO 


March 6, 1933. 


J. HARRY COTTON 
MINISTER 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey. 


My dear Stewart: 


It was fine to get your good letter of March 2nd. 

I quite appreciate the drab, unspiritual interior of Memorial 
Hall. If General Council would only ask the Presbyterys to 
curtail representation in the interest of economy (and how 
our laymen would approve such a move!) the Assembly could 
easily be held in our Church, but if they will not do that 
there is no Church in the City large enough to accomodate 

the Assembly, that is if there are to be any visitors look- 
ing in on the proceedings at all. It is a simple problem of 
space. 

Yes, the West Main Street Mission is now operating 
at full blast. It is a Branch ofthis Church and goes by the 
name of Calvary Presbyterian Church. They have over 100 
members, in addition to the fine evangelistic work there 
being conducted, the old Mission is operating an excellent 
program of relief and social service. Most of its members 
are unemployed, but they aregetting along on next to nothing. 


I hope that you can come out for the Assembly. It 
will be a great joy to see you again. 
Faithfully yours, 


JHC: KV 
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Rev. Stewart M. Robinson,D.D., 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
Elizabeth, N.J. 


Dear Dr. Robinson: 
I have your good letter of March Sth. 


The proposal you have in mind, and which I am very glad 
indeed to have brought forward again, is one that has been fre- 
quently seriously considered. It has always been rightly or 
wrongly opposed on the ground that it discriminates between 
ministers and violates our historical principle of the parity of 
the minister. This principle has been supported from our whole 
history whenever attacked. There was a movement on foot some 
years ago to eliminate from the Presbyterial rolls as a basis 
of election to the Assembly the honorably retired ministers. 
Others called attention to the fact that confining the basis of 
representation to pastors would eliminate theological professors 
and others who are in many respects engaged in a high type of 
pastoral service. The question would also arise as to how to 
discriminate between a pastor who had the official right to this 
title because of installation, and his associates on the church 
staff who, although they were not installed, shared with him 
fully in pastoral service. Taking our great Church as a whole 
there are among our ministers a good many who are "associate 
pastors," "assistant pastors," local church missionaries,etc. 


After some years of study of the problem you are consider- 
ing I am fully satisfied that what we ought to do to place the 
matter of representation at the Assembly on a proper basis is to 
establish it on the number of communicant members in a Presby- 
tery plus the number of ministers on the roll. The present 
basis of representation not only sends to the Assembly far too 


many commissioners but it is most unfair and unjust from the view 
point of actual representation. Some of our Presbyteries with 


no more communicants than you have in your great church send 
every year a minister and a ruling elder. We have a consider- 
able number of small Presbyteries and on the basis of present 
representation they receive far too much recognition. 


I shall be glad to help you in the preparation of an overture 
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if you would seriously consider the basis I have just suggested. 

I do not believe that any plan fair to all can be worked out on 

the basis of ministerial members in a Presbytery, however computed. 
If you will note Form of Government Chapter XII, Section I, declares 
that the commissioners to the General Assembly when they gather and 
organize as the General Assembly, “represent in one body all the 
particular churches of this denomination." If then, the commiss- 
ioners as a body represent the particular churches is it not 
logical and Presbyterian as well that the communicant membership 

of these churches plus the ministers on the roll of the Presbytery, 
who should have some relationship to the matter of representation, 
should be the basis of computing representation? Moreover this 
is the basis upon which our representation in our national govern- 
ment is supposed to be based. Representative government is our 
glory. 


I should like to have your reaction to the above suggestions. 


With kind regards, believe me 


Yours sincerely, 


be avert Si } eats 
Lewis S. Mudge 
Stated Clerk 
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Rev. Stewart M. Robinson,D.-Dey 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
Elizabeth, Ned. 


Dear Dr. Robinsons 

I have your letter of March 9th. 

Two weeks ago I seriously bruised my left foot 
and it has interfered with locomotion. Just as 
soon as I can obtain the consent of my physician 
to use my foot sufficiently to reach the office I 
will endeavor to let you know promptly end will be 
most glad to have our proposed conference. 


With kind regards, believe me 


Yours sincerely, 


hess ead 
Stated Clerk 
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Khe Thank you for rivans pueeteyey to my item abdlit: 
the Assembly in gone valuable paper. Also thank you: for; 
the copics of thi rer received Tor Gayy: | 


z believe a real. opportunity. is beroré bs this See 


opring. 2ut I think one of the things. the earn aoe must te 
it to try to find a way to reduce its Reig ealte 


Dr. Mudge and T are. an the midst. ofa very’ ; 
detailed study of the matter. He has been most. kind in 
ee me the aid, of his wide. bec ate aca 0 gts a 


the proposal that T am put sing forvard (en 
a better one sells iteelf to me) is this: It is very ” 
simple,- hanely change one word in Section 2 of Chapter - 
XII of our Yorm of Government, vigz.e, change ‘minister’ to. 
read) *pastor', I am. getting statistical: material; "5 


now Which will show. just low far, this will reduce the ste 


but I know it WiLL work wonders. and. T shat went with 
general approvals : : 


tt) einoly gorries out ‘the: ental taphtoutdon of: 
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March 13, 1935 


Dr. Stewart Me Robinson, 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey. 


My dear Dre Robinson: 


Replying to your favor of Merch 10 with the suggestion to amend chepter 12, 

section two in order to reduce the size of the Assembly, your proposition is 
this: Namely, “change one word in section two of chapter 12 of our Form of 

Government; viz, change ‘minister’ to read 'pastor®." 


I cannot help wondering if you did not mean to say that you wanted the change to 
be made in line four of section two which would then read “not more than 24 
ministers". In other words, do you not want to make the number of pastors 
instead of the number of ministers, the basis for calculation? I feel sure you 
éid not intend to cut out some presbyteries altogether, yet I think there are 
presbyteries which have no legally installed pastors. Such presbyteries could 
not "send one pastor". 


If I do not misunderstand your intention this plen would reduce the size of the 
Assembly, but it would be entirely at the expense of the large presbyteries. 

I em not sure that that would be the fairest way. In fact, would the plan work 
at all if it be true that there are presbyteries which have no pastors? 


I should need to give the matter much more careful study before giving a final 
answer and, unfortunately, I am dreadfully overloaded with work these days, 

but I give the above suggestions for your thought, sending a copy of this letter 
to Dr. Mudge. 


Very cordigdly yours, 


Ste SEO Cen ee 


JEC:RD 


The Presbyterian Church in the Gnited States of America 


OFFICE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
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Rev.Stewart M. Robinson, 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
Elizabeth, N.J. 


Dear Brother Robinsons 
Ll beg leave to acknowledge your 

kind letter of March 10th. I think, however, that it 
will be advisable to save the time of both of us that the 
points set forth therein should be the subject of our con- 
sideration when we have our conference which I hope will 
be able to arrange in the not distant future. 

With kind regards and appreciating your 
interest and cooperation, believe me 

Yours sincerely, 


mee 


Lewis S. Mudge 
Stated Clerk 


‘March 15, 1933. 


Dear Doctor Clarke:- 


: Thank you for your letter. Yes, I meant 

to make representation on basis of pastors and not to — 

cut out presbyteries. I tried to avoid writing out the — 
whole section and over-stepped myself in BEGET EY =: Lee 


Is it ‘possible to deny a presbytery — 
representation? I think not. That seems to leave us 
with the necessity of reducing the representation OF 
the larger presbyteries if we make ny. redueti.on » Ds SMD va 
the size of the assembly, : des 


But there is a iiehee’ insistent dbsinit | 
that some reduction be made. I know it is a matter that © 
has been in the air. When I wrote Father about it, he ‘ 
sighed {in a letter) but listened To mee ok: te 


Dr.ifudge. has been most. ind. He heb offered 
to near. more of it. ; 


- prieenia te Very aust your iacae | 2 ec. 


and am glad you let Dr.iMudge have the item too. He 
is the man who knows mos a6 about the BrObene 


With warm personal recards, ny en, 


Sincerely Yours 


The Rev.sDr.eJames ‘,Clarke, . 
The ] Presbyterian Advance, 
(150 Fourth ‘Venue, ta a 
HSBDVSA1Le Tenne 


March 15, 1933, 


Dear “Das":- 
Gnee st nee and Peace. 


what do you know about peaubae thie size: of 
the Ceneral Assembly? I wonder if it is possible to _ : 
make representation on the bagis of pastors vs. ministers 
as our present law reads (Form of Gov't Cheapest giOta?) ». 


I understand it that every presbytery. must 
have the minimum, that this must be one minister and 
one elder. So, any reduction in total size will >ave- 
to come at expense of larger PIOR DT VG EL OMA aes 


Have you time to drop 2 few wines ‘thoughts 
on a piece of paper for me? I should appreciate it. 
‘aybe you favor no change at all. My chief wish for a . 
change is in order to get the Assembly back into 
churches for its sessions where I think the spirit and 
dignity etc. and so, the spiritual che mirotodl al bonruael sie 
body will be more easily discerned, — eae: 


I hear Westminster is Steeheeine. By the 
Way I have had some friendly contact with ee tabsoratadle 
of Pikeville. Fine chap, I take laa 3 
Yours with warm regard, _ 
eee Mei r t 
The | Rev.DreJ.Greshem Machen, 


westminster Theological ceadnary, tate 
rhiledelphia, Penna. . bas eee 


“Mareh 15, 1933. 
Dear Doctor Stone: 


| . I have ‘Seecee’ ‘Subarented in the. 
proposition: Should we, can we, how can we reduce. 
the size of the Ceneral Assembly. Dr.ludge has’ 
most graciously read and written a considerable | 


wd deine teasen' tx on the Sub JOG h for which I am to blames 


Tentatively I have raised the. 
point (old,1I think, according to Father, thouch ZL 
did not know it) that we make representation on — 
number of Pastors in a presbytery vs. number of . 
Ministers (ef, Form of Cov't, Chap.l2, Sect.2).. 


I understand that we have to he 
allow the minimum to a presbytery regardless of  _—j 
its size, and, of course, the gee accra , is 
meade — to-gether as commissioners. : by gee 


pe you mind giving me. a few "Vesa 
of your opinion on the general subject? mi should | 
appreciate having your. veraction, 16, See 


| with mynyory sincere pratitude for ea 
any word you care to sents I ay wath warm ‘peranhet 
regards, | aa | : | 


goratalty owas 


The Rev.Dr.John pimotny vous 
Chicago Theological sen ony Al 
Chicago, Til. | | 


Maren 15, 1933. 


Dear Poctor: Stevenson:- 


I have hanene. Sntexeated pa the. 
proposition: Should we, can we, how can we reduce. 
the size of the Ceneral Assembly. Dr.ludge has been 
most gracious in the matter of rena af: hd neuen 
and has offered to talk about : Sf : 


Tentatively I aie raised tie. , 


scheme (old I guess it is) that representation be ¥e 


based or computed rather on the Pastors of a >. 

Presbytery instead of bg Ministers, This, in ao 
way to affect ministers other than pastors except 
in the matter of counting noses to dotexming: how on 
many PORE REAP ROR ‘a. Pregby tery: senty | We ae 


Do you mind giving me a sought 
or two on the general subject? I should very Maga Se 
much aparece us it, if you could, 


As I told you, this. iederiex frink 8 


is Scat: along to Princeton in the fall, all being 


well. We plan to have him before i resbytery. 20 fines a) . 


He is another ereat-nephew of Dr.Cobb and much more 
of a student ee iis pedis of a | | 


with warn personal rocards, r am : 
Sincerely yours, | 
The Rev.DreJeRoss | stevenson, President, 


Princeton Theological cent nena oo ats 
 +Pincetoa,N.J. oe Ge TAT ae 


| THE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 


PRESIDENT'S OFFICE 


March 16th, 1933. 


My dear Stewart, 


It seems to me that the question as to the size 
of the General Assembly is directly related to the other question, What 
is the Assembly expected to accomplish? 


Originally it was a deliberative body and regarded 
as the Highest Court of the Church. At present it has been shorn very 
largely of this function and has become increasingly an inspirational 
convention serving to acquaint a representative body of ministers and 
laymen with the enterprises and needs of the Church. If this latter 
function is to be maintained, it seems to me that the Assembly should be 
& large body. If we are to return to the conception of the Assembly 
as a deliberative body, then there should be a drastic reduction. 

How to do this and give every Presbytery representation and, at the 
same time, have regard for the number of ministers and communicants 
who constitute a Presbytery, is a difficult mtter. Schemes of one 
kind and another have been worked out in the past only to be rejected 
by our present system of giving the smallest Preshytery a vote equal 
to that of the largest and most important Presbytery. 


I am glad that you are interested in the subject 
and hope that you may be able to work out a scheme that will appeal 
to the Church. It seems to me there is a great deal to be said for the 
Scotch scheme which recognises as Assembly members only those who re- 
present a Church, This theory of Assembly representation would probably 
not appeal to America although I would not anticipate large opposition 
on the part of theological professors most of whom are glad to be 
relieved of any direct ecclesiastical responsibility. 


I am glad to hear that Fred Brink is planning to 
attend the Seminary. We are requiring students now to make a formal 
application by filling out a blank and if you will give me his address 
I will be glad to send him the necessary blank. 


With cordial greetings to Mrs. Robinson, the children 
and yourself, 


I an, 
Fai y eur 
’ 


The Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, D.D., 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
East Jersey Street, Near Broad 
Elizabeth, N.J. 


The Rev.Dr./.Ross Stevenson, Prosident, 
Princeton 7 Theological Seminary, . 
Princeton, «Je 


March 17, 1933. 


Dear Doctor Stevensoni= 


| Thank you for your most interesting 
letter. It seems to me that perhaps this is an opportune — 
time for us all to consider the Assembly if perchance 
the Lord will show us a way to increase its. usefulness « 


| I am holding in my mind tentatively 
@ liking for a basis of representation in the Assembly 
in the Pastor, ise. that particular ministeriel function — 
designated 'P' in the list of ministers. I never bit abe 
of limiting the commissioners to Pastors, but only of 
makines them the basis for aecer ea sning ty. number to Bo 
from each presbyterye | : 


The matter of the savas peas: 
bothers me a dealeI don't sce any way of exeluding the 
small presbytery from all representation, and any step 
by way of reduction in the total number of commissioners 
will therefore curtail the larger presbyteries. 


The only example I hav e to offset. uae. 
concern is the fact that a large church in a presbytery 
has no greater representation in presbytery than the small 


On the other hand, to. go ‘over toa. 
communicant member basis would seem to throw too much. 
stress on the size of the church and also eee ffom 
the genius of our Syst ets ) ! | 


| Dr Mud ge has ‘uece kina a — offer 
to talk to me about the matter, and meanwhile I have. been 
writ ing a few letters here, and there ‘seeking light. — 


Could ' we reduce representation in the 
Assembly to one minister and one elder from each preshy years, 
and then balance by assigning a factitious ‘weight' to . 
a vote on badis of communicant membership represented. 
I feel in my bones that would never lads avn woke ms say 
ite 


sie  Pidawe don't bother ‘te answer : wba 
only if you ever feel like helping me out with anything 
your wide exp rience may haat y is shall be grateful. 


Mir. Frederick Brink, Middlebury College, 
Middlebury, Vermont, 1 think, will reach the young: | marie 
It is very cae of you to offer to. weite hims: 


Our warm regaris to. yon, all. i: 


3 Aareh 17, 1993, 
Dear Doctor Loetscher:- 


| I am in the Shedes of soda, over the 
ways and means of tinkering with the basis of representation . 
in the General Assembly to reduce the total and not. ll any 
arene wr ag wild evoke direful consequences. 


Can you lend me the penefit of sey hlabe 
you may have on ihe subject? I shall be most erateruls 3 


‘I ean reduce the size all right, put at the. 
expense ‘of representation in the larger presbyteries. Because, 
I am assuming that we may not eut off any presbytery from 
representation entirely, nor depart from the coumissioner-pair, 
minister and elder. It does produce some curious effects 
looking at it through the modern democratic eye-glass. I am 
not gure that ours is a democratic scheme anyway, but rather 
a representative system. If so, perhaps the size may be 
ignored. (It is inside presbyery because @ big church only _ 
sends one elder and one minister like the smallest). 


Now I rather favor me. king the. pastor + She 
basis for computation. That is not to mke him alone 
eligible to be a commissioner, but use him as a counter in 
determining the representation of each presbyterye For : 
example Flizabeth Presbytery has 63 ministers, and 32 pastors. 
So, our representation by this change would arop from 
three pair to one pair. (I retain the 24-unit of Form of Gov't 
URa Bane, section ey a i : 


If you ean yuk me in touch’ with, any usefad 
information ‘you will be very kind. I am glad to hear of 
the young people at Bethlehem. Farner was Festi tite ease! he 
could not make ite | 


| ‘This iaaay has makes me think ‘of the. campus. 
at Prinecetone I often think teach ing would be a bese a9, to mee 


“With warm regards, I am, ae 
Sineorely yours, 
The Rev.Prof, Frederick Wslostdoher, noe. 


. Mercer Street, 
Pri ceton, ede 


THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CHURCH HISTORY 


FOUNDED BY PHILIP SCHAFF, 1888 : REORGANIZED, 1906: INCORPORATED BY ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE OF NEW YORK, 1916 
fatonaliveussticess (re! tse wap laee dleeten 


Chairman of the Membership Committee . Treasurer 
PROFESSOR WILLIAM WALKER ROCKWELL, PH.D., 8.T.U. Proressor RoBert HAstTiINGs NICHOLS, PH.D., D.D. 


be 3041 Broadway, New York City 10 Nelson Street, Auburn, New York 
Secretary ; 
PROFESSOR FREDERICK WILLIAM LOBTSCHER, D.D,., LL.D. 
Princeton, New Jersey 


‘Bor 
March 18,1933. 

Dear Dr. Robinson: 

Well, you're up against it ! I have no wisdom 
in regard to the problem of reducing the size of the Assembly, but 
my judgment is that the basis of the representation at the present 
time is not the proper one. I think quite well of the plan overtured 
to the presbyeries in 1924, hut defented at that time. . 

I do not have the report of Dr. McEwan's committee before me, 
but the main idea of the change which they proposed was to use the 
total number of communicants in a presbytery as the basis of the: 
represenation. This, it seems to me, in these days of women's rights 
and privileges, to say nothing of the young men of the churches who 
are communicants, is the proper basis from which to start the cal- 
culations. In the early days of the General Presbytery and the 
General Synod, the ministers were the only countable element and 
their leadership in general was relatively greater than can be the 
case with the ministers of to-day. I have not gone into the details 
of the problem, but I daresay it is still true that some tinv 
presbyteries do not have as many members to represent as do some of 
the largest churches. 

The parity between ministers and elders, in my judement, 
oustht to be maintained, and of course some arbitrary rules might have 
to be made to maintain that parity, if the number of communicants 
is made the basis. In the very small presbyteries — if they are 
indeed to continue — there mizht be alternation between one minister 
and one elder from year to year. 

As thines are now there is an undue emphasis on the 
official element of our ecclesiasticism, and it would seem to be much 
fairer to have the reprecertn*'~ brooadened by basimg it upon the 
total number of communicants in a presbytery. Much good might be 
accomplished by reducing the number of presbyteries, the need for 
the multiplication of presbyteries that once wasS decisive being no 
lonver the sufficient excuse, since travel is quicker and easier. 

In all this ,of course, I am assuming that you are not 
in sympathy with Dr. McEwan'ts plan of 1924. But in reply to your 
question I can only say that in my opinion his plan has decided 
edvantages over the one you suggest. 

I hove your work goes as well as ever and that you are 
enjoying it to the fudal. 

With kind re gards to you and your wife, 
Sincerely yours, 


Fi Cea. Wirslprate abies 


Bhe Rev. Stewart M.Robinson,D.D., 
Elizabeth,N.J. 


aap 


| | March P1, 1933. 
Dear Poector Lootseher: - : | 


Thank you for your very helpful letter. 
I am much interested in your views, No, I have no objection 
to Dr,MeEwan's plan of 1924, except it failed then, and 
possibly a mere return of that sugeestion might not - 
get much consideration. Perhaps that is the best and it 
may be we can bring it again to the attention of the | 
church. ly ulterior purpose is not reduction of the 
assembly per se, but rather to eather such a body that. 
it can meet for all sessions in a church, get back its 
more primitive ecclesiastical character, be less of . 
a conYention and more of a fcourt of Jesus Christ’. To | 
me these spiritual aims which are in the minds of nai 
our people and which the spiritual emphasis committee 
of the Council are pressing would come naturally once 
we housed our assembly and conducted it within the * 
atmosphere of a place of worship. I think, too, I lean. 
to the idea of the assembly as a deliberative body. 


Oi Mee FOE Sains there ié any merit -in: 
a plan es assign to each presbytery one pair of con= 
missioners, and then give these commissioners factitious 
voting strength on basis of the conaunicant representation 
that is behind them. That would do everything we want 
at one blow, if it would ever ‘go over’ in the chureh, ! 
You would have Senatorial parity and House of Representative 
voting strength, as well as the equality of representation 
as between minister and elder. To cap the climax you. © 
would have ony twice as many commissioners as presbyteries, 
If presbyteries should ever be joined to-gether the | 
voting strength could be easily passed on, though the 
number of commissioners would be ‘further reduced. — 


Perhaps voting s trength could be. 
varied ‘gpecviiae to the matter, invoking this factitious | 
vote-power in matters fiscal, doctrinaa, etes, and 
using the viva voce or yeas ete or standing vote for 
matters of PROGSRUrSs administration, officers or whet note 


Thank you, Second. church is going great. . 
Every day is a satisfaction. Last night i stole a little 
time off and plunged into Sir William Blackstone's Commentaries — 
on the Laws of England, aod sound old Chaps: he is. 


ly ever warn regards and erent affect ion 
for you, my dear Doctor Pein eas . . 


Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Chicago 
(Established in Chicago by Cyrus H. McCormick ) 


OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
826 BELDEN AVENUE March 20, 1933 


My dear Stewart:- 


Your thought I am sure has promot- 
ed much interest and response. [I wish I had a 
very clear conviction in the matter myself, but 
I have not. 


I should think our Presbyteries 
should be represented, and not equally in numbers. 
I do think your point as to pastors is excellent 
and many of the ministers, especially in the larger 
cities, augment the matter altogether too much. 


Wish [ could give you something con- 
structive. J am convinced that the general dis- 
cussion of this will bring us to the right conclu- 
sion, and they all appreciate the fine work you 
have done in promoting it. 


Cordially yours, 


Rev. Stewart If. Robinson, 
Elizabeth, N.J. 


PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
PRINCETON,N..J. 


March 24,1933. 

Dear Dr. Robinson: 

ystaae Thank you for your further letter in regard to 
ecc lesiastical polity. I think it is only a questioncof time when 
the General Assembly will in some way be made smaller and more of a 
deliberative body. The plan vou suggest of giving commissioners 
a factitious votins power on the basis of the number of communicants 
represented would,I feel, ==> make invidious distinctions 
amoneg°n the commissioners. ine true basis, I am convinced, is 
that given in the number of communicants. We must pattern after the 
democracies of to-day. Somethint might have to be done to prevent 
the tiny presbyteries from having a disproportionate voting power, 
but that could be arranzed by setting up an arbitrary number of 
communicants as necessary for the formation of a bona fide presbytery. 

The proposal failed in 1925, but it had a large endorsement 
and some day a scheme ,embracing the essentials of that plan, will 
probably commend itself to the Church. But I am supposed to deal 
with history,not prophecy ! 
With kindest regards to you and your wife, 
Sincerely yours, 


hs ls eee 


WESTMINSTER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


’ 
| PHILADELPHIA 


J. GRESHAM MACHEN 


POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
206 SOUTH THIRTEENTH STREET 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. March 22 ’ 1933. 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, 
second Presbyterian Church, 
East Jersey Street, near Broad, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey. 


Dear "Stew; 


In reply to your letter of March 15th, I have 
at least no hesitation in saying that I am opposed to the reduction 
in the size oi the Assembly or to the making of any other consti- 
tutional change by any method other than the regular method of having 
an Overture sent down by the General Assembly to the Presbyteries to 
be voted upon by the Presbyteries after it has already been approved 
by the General Assembly. I am opposed to any"gentiemen's agreement" 
by which less than the constitutional number of commissioners shall 
go to Columbus. 


However, considering the matter of reduction of 
the Assembly on its merits and supposing that it is to be accomplished 
by the regular and altogether deliberate way, I am inclined to favor 
it if it preserves to the full the rights of the smailer presbyteries 
as over against the larger ones. I was very much opposed to a plan 
of reduction which Dr. McEwan advocated some years ago, which would 
have made the representation of each presbytery to be based not upon 
the number oi ministers in the presbytery, as at present, but upon 
the number of communicant members in the churches. Although I have 
not given the matter ot working out a scheme of reduction very much 
thought, I am inclined to favor a method of reduction which would 
give the smallest presbyteries only one commissioner, that commissioner 
to be an elder one year and a minister the next year, the larger pres- 
byteries to have the number of their commissioners reduced also to 
half of what it is at present. One objection does occur to me to 
this plan. It is that it would not, in the smaller presbyteries, be 
possible for the same man to represent the presbytery two years in 
succession. I think that this business of rotation in the personnel 
ot the Assembly is one of the biggest pieces ot nonsense that could 
possibly be imagined. It insures complete ignorance on the part of 
the commissioners at every assembly. But it is a business which pre- 
vails so generally at present that if it shouldbe made technically 
necessary in the smaller presbyteries that would not actually change 
the present state ot afiairs very much. 


Please het methank you heartily for your expression 

of interest in Westminster Seminary. With good wishes in return, I 
am, 
Very sincere 


5 OR > pane 


March 23, 1933. 
Dear "Das": eae 


Iam greatly iutenented in your: pebtens It 
is fresh and stimulating as your thoughts always ares 
I am with you entirely about the comin Assembly, let. 
everything be done iselancamae in accHraaHee with the 
HORA TA FUEL Ons 


The original motive ‘whieh started off my 
investigation of the matter of the size of the Assembly 
Was a keen desire to somehow bring this great organ of 
our corporate life back to a more primitive integrity, 
as it seems to me, It seems necessary to house the 

Assembly in a place of worship, or a specially built 
Assembly Hall as 1t Seotland. I think one great trouble. 
with some of our meetings has been the unobserved fact 
but felt nevertheless in the spirit and temper, which | 
came from meeting in a Masonic Hall, a Political Rallying 
place and what not. Those seem to me to be no places . 
for the Gen.As sicorke of the PROB sOhg gat Ay | | 


I am struck by your suggestion that you con= , 
sider it possible for one commissioner to go TROm a PEC Be 5 
bytery instead of the conventional pair. | Ra ay 


Suppose every presbytery sent just one jake: 
of commissioners, regardless of the size of the presbytery. 
That is what churches do insiée the presbytery regardless 
of their size. Suppose, and here is where I feel most | 
unsure, suppose those commissioners were armed with a . 
voting strength commensurate with the size of their 
presbyteries. Could that factitious voting strength 
be made available for fiscal matters,for instance? I take 
it that our system does not contemplate size or communicant — 
streneth particularly: yet on the other hand it seems to 
when it addmxss extra commissioners for added blocks of 
24 ministers. Andbher thing: how about counting the pastor 
instead of the whole body of ministers in computing 
commissioners? Of course all ministers to be eligible . 
to vote, and to go, but only pastors to Bony: counted besa 
apportioning delegation strength? | : 


with warm revards and grateful appreciation of 
your kindly interest, T ally fs 
‘Yours ever, 
The ReveDreJ.Greshem ! Machen, — 
206 South 13th Street, 
Sayeteh take gues 


Barby Lathrop Reed, Auburn,N.Y. 
Geo.W. Walker, Perry, N.Y. | 
Naxtiyyxikumby Canamdaigua, N.Y. Hardy Lumb 
Luther M.Bicknell, 155 S,Chureh Ste, Goshen,N.Y. 
Henry Sloane Coffin, 3041 Broadway, New York,N.Y. 
A,Edwin Keigwin, 5340 Riverside Dr., New york, NeY. 
Wm.Christy Crofts, 1889 Plerce Ave., Niagara Falls, N.Y. 
Raymon M,Kistler, 1423 Wighiand Ave., Rochester,N.Y. 
Joseph A.Sehofield, jrs Gouverneur, N.Y 
John V,Axtell 21 Maple Step AGdLSOnN NY... 
John T,Reeves, 206 E.Kennedy St., Syracuse, NeYs 
John L,.Caughey, S19 “Glen Ste, Glens Falls, N.Y. 
Wn.MeN. Kittredge, 9 Pearl St., New Uartford, NaVe 
TeC.Sperrs, 1605 Genesee Ste, Utica, N.Y, 
Joseph 8B. Williamson, oihnnEy >: Rirkexx *Beverly, Ohio. 
Bliny 8,Ferris, Chillicothe, Ohio. 
Jesse Halsey, 2726 Cleinview Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 
SMEXXRENSyRENy 
Howard M.Wells, 16235 Hillside Ave., East Cleveland »OH10. 
J,Harry Cotton, Broad and Garfield, Columbus, Ohio. © | 
Chas.R.Adams, 201 N.Limestone St., sprinefield, Ohio. 
John D.Lindsay, 301 MePherson Aves Findlay ,Ohio. 
John B@eBarker, 1553 Shorb Ave,, Canton,Ohio,. hs 
Howard L.Olewiler, 582 E,Church St., Marion, Ohio. 
Raymond ,Smiley, Steubenville, Ohio. ae 
W.Paul Holler, Hicksville, Ohio. | 
Mark A,Matthews, 7th Ave, and : opring St. Seattle, Wash. 
Robert S.Axtell, 1°18 Brxankm Penn Ave., New BELEnton, Pas 
S.Wilmer Beitler, 405 W,.Pearl St., Butler, Pa. 
Ethelbert D,Warfield, Wilson College, Chambersburg, Pas 
Chas.F.Deininger, 16 W.,Ashland Ave., Glenolden, Pae | 
A.L.Lathem, 434 E,Broad St., Chester, Paes 
Jesse Fulton Kiskaddon,North Hast, Fae: 
T. Stacy Capers, Hallidaysbure, Penna. 2 
Peter Ketmmons, 816 Olive Ste, Seranton, Pa. 3 
Samuel *,Piercy, 1107 Walnut St. Allentown, Pa. 
wage Burton Boyd, 4529 Pine St., Phila. Pae 
J,B.sC Mackie, 3504 Baring St., Philas Pas et 
John B. Laird, 4315 Frankford Ave., Phila., Pas 
Clarence EMacartney Vy, o20 6th. ovicleg ugeaedas Pas | 
Be Lewis Hyde, Cardiff. lid. | be 
i.J,Bray, Lebanon, Tenn, : 
Behl e.merand, 44 Country Club Rae Fairmont, WeVee 


ASSEMBLY REPRESENTATION QUESTIONNAIRE LETTER SENT TO MARCH 24,1933. 


The Rev.Dr.Joseph M,Broady, 615 N,18th St., Birmingham, Ala. 
J..Russell Crawford, Athens, tax Ala, 
Robert L,.Houston, Leeds, Ala. 
Roy H.Wollam, 519 E£.4th "Ste, Tucson, Ariz. 
Samuel E.Marrs, Cane Hill, Ark. 
Claude C,Williams, Paris, Ark 
Thos,S,Hickman, Mt.Pleasant, Ark | 
Gordon Gray, Benton, Ark. 
Franklin Grege, 33 Duncan St., Newman, Ga. 
Suder ©,Mitchell, Selden Institute, Brunswick, Ga. 
T Guthrie, Speers, 1316 Park Ave., Baltimore, Md. | 
Godfrey Chobot, 1515 Gallatin St.,N.W., Washington, D.C. 
J.Lowry Fendrich, jr.,803 S,Highland Ave., Los AREAL OE a Catits.: 
James L,Cameron, ilsinore, Calif. 
Homer. i!,Miller, Gridley, Calif, | 
Lapsley A.MeAfee, 2407 Dana dee Berkeley, Calif 
J,Burton Harper, Rocky Mount, N.C. 
Benjamin H.Freye, 2001 Fulton Sty; Aurora, Colo. 
Wm.H,Pettis, Columbia, Tenn. 

Edwin P,Lawrence, 107 N,9th Ave., Caldwell, Idaho. 

John W.Heller, Hardin, Ill. | 

Ovid R.Sellers, 846 Chalmers Pl., Chicago, This 

Walter V,MecAdoo, 500 Windom Ave., Peoria, Tlie 
C. Harmon Johnson, Carthage, Ill. 

Elijah A,Arthur, 709 S,Water St. Crawfordsville, Ind. 
Leroy J.Coats, Clay City, Ind. 
Thos.H.Adkins, Crown Point, Ind 
Harry Nyce, Peru, Ind. : 
Geo.G.Bruce, Oskaloosa, Ia. | 
Archibald Cardle, 801 N,5th St., Burlington fa, 
WmeJ.Bonner, Spearville, Kans, 
Ralph W. Kohr, Peabody, Kan, 
Wm.E.,Donaldson, Pikeville, Ky, 
T.N.Williams, 620 W,Jefferson St. Lowdevil tes: KY a 
Clarence A.Kircher, 3090 Cadillac Blvd. Detroit, Mich 
Roy Ewing Vale, 1521 Longfellow Aves, Detroit, Miche: | : 
John Robertson MeMahon, Westminster Church, Grand naples, “Mieh. 
Louis J, Albert, 513 W. Adams St. Iron River, Mich. 
Beng.F.Jones, Munger, Mich. | 
Robert Fry, 3023 E.First St., Duluth, Minn 
J,Parry Jones, 3604 14th Ave.,S. Minneapolis, Minn. 
¥.Halsey Ambrose, 1921 Dayton Ave., bags nen 
Albert K,Gurley, Sarcoxie, Mo, | 
Robert £.Ribonson, Hannibal. Mo, 
Betas C.Rogers, 1801 Lehgaies: Blvde Kansas Gtty: Mo: 


Russell Paynter, 6007 ‘Enrieht Ste, St.Louis, Mo; 
Robert Watson, 44 Sehool St., Boston,Mass, 
Reginald Rowland, Teaneck,N.J. 

George ©,Horn, Freehold, Ne Je 
R.S.Brank, Summit, Ned. | 

Lester H.Clee, 294 Mt Prospect Ave., Newel a 
Chas.R.Erdman, Library Pl., Princeton,N.J. 
John C, peal eek Blairstown, Neds 

Harold S.Laird, 857 Maple Ave, Collingswood, NeJe 
Robert W,anthony, 209 Union St., Schenectady, Neve 
Henry Baker, Deposit, N.Y.) : 

Elliot F' eld, srpinefield Gardens, N.Y. 


Leonard V,Buschman, 15 Jewett ig ba Buffalo, N.Y. 


(Please fill out and return this sheet to the Revs5M,Robinson, 
1161 Kast Jersey Street, Dlizabeth,New Jersey, ) 


From:= 


(1) Do you favor the general {aen of a reduction in the size of 
sam eh vias Assembly, sical ae the method of reduction suits 
you | | 


(2) What is your re-action to the following sugcestions? 
(a) To base representation upon eommund cant MEMO TENA Yt 


(b) To add the muber of ministers in a presbytery to. <3 
humber of communicents in a presbytery and using a fixed 
divisor ascertain the representation? is 


(c) To give up the minister-elder-pair thee for straight 
selection letting presbyteries control fhe Properttae. 
as they. see fit? m 


| (ad) To seek to re-district presbyteries with view to 
+e" | eolimineting the sna test ones? | 


‘(e) To give each peepiy cer’ one pair of Ghuniteelouers: 
only and then attach, to each a factitious voting 
strength commensurate. with the size of the presbytery 
in communicant strength? 


(f) To base representation on neiehas of pastors in a 
presbytery instead of upon number of ministers? 


(3) Have you a suggestion other than one of the above? 


- March 25, 1933. 


My dear Doe tor Mat thevni~ | 


DreLewis S.Mudge hap been Kink’ eeshigks to 
engage in some correspondence with me relative to the . 


possibility of finding a good way to re-apportion 


commissioners to the General Assembly in sueh a manner 


as to reduce the size, and (we hope) inerease the 
efficiency, helpfulness and spiritual oe: of this 
ereat organ of our. corporate aie, | 


I shall esteem it a greet Beene’ if you 
will kindly make informal replies te the questions 


enclosed on the paper accompanying this letter, yee 


add any further comment which cones to minds 


If the result. of this exploration. seems 
to warrant it, it may be possible to bring the study 
before the As ssembly in the form of some Heepoess saat 2 
actions : 


Your. nade wil be mont valuable wae 


deeply appreciated, Tf beg to renain with» warn rerard oe 


and high respect, . 


“pees nost | iene. 


The ReveDrelark A.Matthews, | 
7th AVGe,y end § “pring Ste, a 
Seattle, VYashington, — 


March 27, 1933w 


My dear Doctor Broady:- 


| ae Ls a eoiiseting some “date on the qubdtion 
of General Assembly representation. Will you please 
favor me with informal replies Se the items sugsested 
on the enclosed sheet? : . 5 


It is my hope that thie: ca explora- 
tion of the subject may bring to~gethor sors bier emit: 
information end BUBESS FEGRE x: 


<¥our help will be. “cat Vetupnia and deapiy 
appreciated. I beg to remain with warn TOeaTe: and 
high: respect, . 


‘Yours most gratefully, 


The ReveDred Joseph l.Broady, 
615 North 18th Streets. oo 
Birmingham, Alas . ) 


-Mareh £9, L9sBe. 
My dear Doctor MeAfeec:- ae : 


I. am interested in collecting some informa- 
tion concerning the matter of representation in our — 
General Assembly. I wonder if you would do me the 
favor of making informal replies to the items 
indicated on the enclosed sheet. of paper? 


Your reactions would. be very vaidabie | 
and enable me to pornees si dvichane of — OLDEN 
information. 3 paca Ng 


This: ‘ian jkat has attrneted my atiention ee 
and I am trying to secure such light as I can with 
the thought it may be helpful in some way to. — 
our reaching a solution to the problem es, : 
if there be any solutions Bee at) | 


Thanking you mos t nineataty for + bueatne: 
you | aay eare to send, I beg to rennty with Warm > 
regard and high. respect, ca | 


‘Yours eae 


The Rev.Dr.Lapsley A.MeAfee, — 
2407 Dana Ste, See, 
Berkeley, Celif. 


March 29, 1933, 


Dear Guthrie:- 


Would you mind throwing a iittle 
light on a dark spot? If you will let me have. 
your informal replies te the items on the 
enclosed sheet, 1.shalt be groteful. 


This’ matter of General Assembly representation 
has attracted my interest and having gotten into — | 
rat I am trying to sina moderne through to some 

ight. 3 Oe ue 


Tt te nies also ‘te hive a ‘reason 
to saying a word of greeting to a good friend. 
Frank Morrell and Jchhnie Groff are here in 
town with me. Frank teaches in the Baptist S.S, 
and came around to a normal class I ran this 
winter for eit and nied PeSe teachers. — te 


ty. var regards to you, 


Yours ever, 


The Rev.Dr.?.Guthrie Speers, 


ue 1316 Park eblbnninst 
Baltinore, | Nde 


LY REPRESENTATION QUESTIONNAIRE LETTER SENT TO MARCH 24,1955.) 


- he veDIe Joseph M. Broaay, 615 N.18th ‘St., Birmingham, Ala. 
TR ssell Crawford, Athens, @ax Adee 3 

Robert L.Houston, Leeds, Alae. | 

Roy H.Wollam, 519 E.4th St.,. Tucson, Ariz. 

s Samuel E.Marrs, Cane Hill, Ark. 

¢ Claude C,Williams, Paris, "ark. 

» Thos.S,Hickman, Mt.Pleasant, Ark 

¢ Gordon Gray, .Benton, Ark, 

¢ Franklin Gregg, 33 Duncan St.; Newman, Ga. * 

 Suder, Q.Mitchell, Selden Institute, Brunswick, Ga, 

we This Guthrie, Speers, 1316 Park Ave., Baltimore, "Md. 

“Godfrey Chobot, 1515 Gallatin St.,N.W., Washington, D.C. 

i J.Lowry Fendrich, jr.,803 S.Highland AVE s, Les. Mai bch CaLIts 

4y James L.Cameron, Elsinore, Calif. 

s-Homer H.Miller, Gridley,*:Calif, ie 
t Lapsley A.MeAfee, 2407 Dana -St., Berkeley, calif 

ot Burton Harper, Rocky Mount, N.C. 

Le ag Met H.Freye, £001 Fulton St., Aurora, Colo. 
@im.H.Pettis, Columbia, Tenn, ‘ tet ak 
»okdwin P.Lawrence, 107 N.9th Ave.,Caldwell, ‘Tdaho. et 

+; John W.Heller, Hardin, nD a Na 

2.0vid R.Sellers, 846 Chalmers Pl., Chicago, Cea ee 

az3Walter V.McAdoo, 500 Windom Ave., Pear ney dil. 

24¥C.Harmon Johnson, Carthage, Thi... teens 

rwEilijah. A.Arthur, 709 S,Water St. Grawfordsville, Ind. 
ae Leroy J.Coats, Clay City,:.Ind. ish ae 

2» Thos.H.Adkins, Crown Point, Ind ~ 

seHarry Nyce, Peru; Ind. : 

2a Geo.G.Bruce, Oskaloosa, la. | | 
» Archibald Cardle, 801. N.5th St.,. burlington CO ae EAE th 

4 Wil. J.,Bonner, Spearville, Kans, 

»eRalph W. Kohr, Peabody, Kan. 3 

egWm.E.Donaldson, Pikeville, Ky... | 

ayT.N.Williams, 620 W.Jefferson St. tewlexjaie: Kye 

arClarence A.Kircher, 3090 Cadillac Blvd. Detroit, Mich ~ 

xy, Roy. Ewing Vale, 1521 Longfellow Ave., Detroit, Mich. 

pp dohn Robertson McMahon, Westminster Church, ‘Grand Rapids, Mich. 
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WESTMINSTER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


PHILADELPHIA 


J, GRESHAM MACHEN 


POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
206 SOUTH THIRTEENTH STREET 
PHILADELPHIA, PA, 


March 29, 1933. 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
East Jersey Street, near Broad, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey. 


Dear "Stew": 


Please let me express my renewed interest in your 
investigation of the size of the Assembly, as indicated in your let-— 
ter of March eérd. I should not favor the plan of having every pres 
bytery send one pair of commissioners, regardless of the size of the 
presbytery, and I should be most particularly opposed to having cer- 
‘tain commissioners armed with a voting strength commensurate with 
the size of their presbyteries. Also I should be very much opposed 
to counting the pastors instead of the whole body of ministers in 
computing commissioners. At least that is my present attitude, be- 
fore I have given the matter full attention. 


It seems to me that the most workable plan would 
be to ailow the basis of representation to be just exactly as it is 
at present except that the number of commissioners should be reduced 
in half all down the line. Presbyteries that now send a minister 
and an elder would send a minister or an elder. For example, the 
odd-numbered presbyteries could send a minister in the odd-numbered 
years and an elder in the even-numbered years; while the even-numbered 
presbyteries could send a minister in the even-numbered years and an 
elder in the odd-numbered years. 


Very sincerely yours, 


hackn. 


The Presbyterian Church in the Gnited States of America 


OFFICE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE HEAD GENERAL OFFICE 
REV. LEWIS S. MUDGE, D.D., LL.D. 514 WITHERSPOON BUILDING 


STATED CLERK PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
March 31,1933 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, D.D., 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
Elizabeth, N.J. 


Dear Dr. Robinson: 


I greatly appreciated your taking the 
time to come to Philadelphia, and to confer with refer- 
ence to an overture the object of which will be to reduce 
to reasonable proportions the number of commissioners at 
the General Assembly. In accordance with your request I 
herewith forward three amendments to Form of Government 
Chapter XII, Section II. These I have marked A, B and CG. 


Amendment A. This amendment would reduce 
the number of commissioners from each Presbytery in the 
Church by precisely one-half, It would provide for a 
General Assembly consisting of 465 commissioners. The 
objections to this amendment are: 


1. That iteproduces all of the present 
injustices with reference to representation as between 
the Presbyteries. 


2e It would result in putting on the same 
basis of representation all of the Presbyteries up to those 
which have thirty-six or more ministerial members. Obvious- 
ly this puts in the same group much too large a number of 
Presbyteries, namely, a total of 200, each one of which would 
have a maximum of one commissioner. It also penalizes 
very severely the 91 Presbyteries of our Church which have 
between eighteen and thirty-six ministerial members, reduc- 
ing them by way of representation to the same basis as the 
smallest Presbytery. j 


Amendment B. This amendment is entirely free 
from the objections referred to under Amendment A. It pro- 
vides for 582 commissioners, a desirable number, and it 
assigns in a much fairer way to the various Presbyteries 
the number of commissioners representing them... An analysis 
prepared in this office reveals the following: 


y oy 7 
eae ee 


Che Presbyterian Church in the Cnited States of America 


OFFICE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE HEAD GENERAL OFFICE 
REV. LEWIS S. MUDGE, D.D., LL.D. 514 WITHERSPOON BUILDING 
STATED CLERK PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Pat he 


109 Presbyteries (each having less than 18 ministers) one 
commissioner OCH scciccccccveees ci veesnsaanes ee 109 
91 Presbyteries (18 to 36 ministers) 2 commissioners 
COCR ecccccccoseceesvaceecvacccetadeene ters taneee 182 
69 Presbyteries (36-72 ministers) 3*commissioners cach..207 
21 Presbyteries (72 ministers up) 4 or 4 plus commiss-— “ 


LONEVBecccccvocncsecesveneeeadn ene: : ste 84 plus 


Total... 582 plus 


Amendment C, Theoretically this amendment 
provides a more equitable basis of representation than either 
A or B. The objection to it is that it introduces a new 
basis of representation, namely, the number of communicant memn- 
bers and thus introduces an additional problem into the situ-— 
ation. 


The amendments above referred to are the result of 
extended study in this office. We have examined with care 
all of the proposals relating to representation at the Assem— 
bly that have been introduced at any time or in any way. 

Some we have studied have never reached the parliamentary 
status necessary to have them recorded in the Minutes of the 
Assembly. Furthermore, we have examined the statistical tables 
in the 19352 Minutes (see pp. 996-1005) and have applied the 
provisions of these amendments to the organization of the 
Church from the statistical standpoint. It is our judgment 
that Amendment B herewith submitted is the one which every 
thing considered is most likely to meet our present needs and 
to arouse the least opposition. 


You are at liberty to use these proposed amend-— 
ments and this letter in any way you deem wise. 


With kind regards and renewed thanks for your 
most intelligent and friendly cooperation, believe me 


Yours sincerely, 


an le Py ge 
Lewis S. Mudge 
Stated Clerk 


April 3,1933. 


Dear "Das be 5 = 


I enclose a draft of a ck peeelt Amend me nt 
to the Form of Government. It enbodies your idea, with 
this change: that by shifting the line down from 
twenty four as at present to eighteen as proposed, | 
greater justice is done to a large group of our. 
presbyteries which are small, yet which are not the 
very PERTLOSS 6 ) : 


The 1952 iinates reveal: wo 


109 Presbyteries wi th less than. 18 nihidtare 
91 m with from 18 t0 36 ministers - es 
69 3 8. Oe Oe . 
>t Ne « po EN ga we ministers ups 


If you can commend this as on the whole : 
@ wise and timely proposal I should greatly anpreciate . 
your word and also permission to use it. My thought is. 
to ask my Presbytery to send this to the Assembly and i 
so far as theré is time to ask adjacent Presbyteries, 
if they will, to also act favorably upon it and send’ 
it ins 

Under this proposed change the Assembly | 
will come to under 600, or roughly say 600. Your eon | 


Was most helpful and guided me very much, I am rey 


grateful for what you did. I have consulted with 
others, and sought expert advice on the i wh ag 
the matter, which is, bheretors., “not mins © | 


I feel that it. is. a practical matter of 
great est importance and one which will help very much | 
to encouraze us back to a more characteristic rete 
I vrghie, characteristic of Presbyterianism. | 


It would be a great joy to me to see thie 
evoke favorable notice from all sides. Once won, I 
feel sure, we who love our great Chureh and long for — 
a new hold on old moorings will have great caus @ for 
hope « 

Time is. shorts. This proposal. may not be 
absolutely the theoretically beat, but it is a straight 
shot at mark in line with our see anh og te hdesspng wabhode bed 


Yours most hopefully, 


The Rev.Dr.J.Greshem nO a 
Philadelphia, Pens. 


April 4,1933, 


Dear Doctor Brank:- 


I wonder if you would be. interdsted: in ah 


getting the enclosed proposal before. the Presbytery of 

Morris and Orange at the next meeting? It is the result — 
of considerable study of the. question and I Vink it. % 
offers a satisfactory solutions | 


In addition to mach betore cima 
from various men throughout the dénomination, I have - 
had the very great assistance of Dr.Mudge. In fact the 
enclosure was drawn up in the officer of the General 
Assembly. it is not official but enshrines the result 
of much patient work which was given. I sent down for — 
help and was met mee the | very greatest Consideration. — 


The proposal has. only its merits 
to sustain it. it is no one's bright idea in particulars 
In answer to the questions: what's to be said for ml, 
these reasons might be giveni-= = 3 


1- It reduces the Assembly by over one thinks Ak Vale 
ae it retains the present Panda beryes: basis of (ERE. ie 
representation. di EL 

4- It effects substantially. the same kind of 
representation that would be gained if a 
a communicant basis of counting were sub= 
stituted for our historic method. 
4~ It corrects one present injustice. 200 pres- 
byteries have less than 36 ministers but <2 
of them have more than 18. All types of 
presbyteries get a more even deal. NAP } 
5= It continues the parity of ministers and elders 
in the Assembly. Ft Oe ae aen eiiak a) ! 
6= Dr.Mudge says of iti=. | 
"It is our judgment that tinie proposed 
Amendment ) herewith submitted is the. 
one which every thing considered is most 
Likedy to meet our present needs." 


| Ii am pla. ne to. ask dLizabeth Presbytery” 
to send this proposal to the Assembly this springe Dre 
Mudge suggested that I ask friends in neighboring 
salvia aes rik be to ask their groups to do the Same 


There is a ery. gene ral desire to have some= 
thing done. Dr.eliudge tells me there is no definite prom 
posal now Uds other than this which I enclose. ! 


In addition to whatever you can do with your’ 
presbytery I should be grateful for the expression of 
your own opinion which I might use as publicity for 
the idea. I am hoping to have some good stuff to send. | 
to all our chureh papers before longe The good words. of 
leading men always helps very much. I think the Jhurch 
is in the mood for this right now. This proposal re= — 
presents the considered findings of our Stated Clerk's 
researches. These were given at my request, so it is 
nothing that Dr.eMudge sought to enact. My study was 
with the opinions of those with whom I corresponded, 
and I was only seeking light. So, I think the result 
is unbiased, non-controversial, definite and practical 
and I hope so many will join hands in it that it will be 
more like a general movement than a private enterprises — 


With great appreciation for iene ng you can - 
do, and with warm Rearing d i Omg: | ; 


Sincerely yours, 


The Rev.Dr.R.S.Brank, 
Summit, New Jerseys 


PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO FORM OF GOVERNMENT 
CHAPTER X11, SECTION ll. 

11. The General Assembly shall consist of a delegation of 
bishops and elders from the Seeaue tories in the following proportion; 
viz: each Presbytery consisting of not more than twenty-four ministers, 
shall send one delegate; and each presbytery, consisting @f more than 
twenty-four ministers, shall send one delegate for each additional 
twenty-four ministers, or for each additional fractional number of 
ministers not less than tueive: and these delegates, so appobatad: 
shall be styled, Commissioners to the General Assembly. 

In order to maintain an equal delegation of bishops and elders 
in the General Assembly, when an odd number of counl cosheete is te 
be chosen by a presbytery the odd commissioner shall be from Assembly 
to Assembly alternately a minister and an elder, the first half of the 
presbyteries in alphabetical order beginning with a ii al whee. and the 


second half with an elder. 


PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO FORM OF GOVERNMENT 
CHAPTER XII, SECTION IT 


TI AA. The General Assembly shall consist of a delegation 
of bishops and elders from the Presbyteries in the following 
proportion; viz: each presbytery consisting of not more than 
6ighteen ministers shall send one delegate; and each presbytery, 
consisting of more than eighteen ministers, shall send one 
delegate for each additional thirty-six ministers, or for each 
additional fractional number of ministers not less than eighteen; 
and these delegates, so appointed, shall be styled, Gommissioners 
to the General Assembly. 

In order to maintain an equal delegation of bishops and 
elders in the General Assembly, when an odd sinha od commissioners 
is to be chosen by a presbytery, the odd commissioner shall be 
from Ageenp2y. to Asdenbiy, alternately a Hine ekbe and an elder, the 
first half of the Wihabytieiva in al phebetisna erase beginning 


with a minister, and the second half with an elder. 


109 Presbyteries 1 Commissioner 109 
f 91 ie oa va 12 
/ 69 ee RE a 207 

582 . 21 4 or 4 plus * 84plus 


” 


bishops and elders from the Presbyteries in the following proportion; 


h 


II. The General Assembly shall consist of a delegation of 


viz: each presbytery consisting of not more than 2,000 communicant — 
members, shall’ send subi del awa tes and each presbytery, consisting — 
of more than 2, 000 communicant members, shall send one delegate for, 
each additional 10,000 communicant members, or for each aadt tional 
fractional inex of. communicant members not less: than 5: 0005 and 
these Galagiten, so appointed, shall be styled, Commissioners to 
the General Ly slee todes a | | a 4 : 
ae order to) maintain an equal aeLeretion of bishops and elders 
in the General Assembly, when an odd number ot commiaciunecs is to 
be chosen by a presbytery, the odd comuissioner shall be from Assenbly - 
to Assembly, alternately a minister and an) elder, the. first half of 
Pikes" phesbyterics in “‘Alpbabetidal order, vecthaiag ith: Ja mindaliesy 
and the second half with ‘an elder. 


Sag * 80 Up to 2,000 Communicants ‘Commissioner 80 


1 
128 TOS alee Var POL SN ARRAN of Hal, LS 2 » 256 
glk © hE POO) Sak Sater 3 183. 
Bi ager 27,500". Pee eae, OM OL wea tee 
Ce a ee Bt GON eae, a IR eS be Sa, Sat A 
1 | 47,500 | | Boe gaye ae Eee spi. 
2 57,500 7 pee 

- 67,500 . 8 oe 
1 77,500". ) 


eee: 
“626 


(Please fill out ana return this sheet to the Rev. S. M. Robinson, 
1161 East Jersey Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey.) 


From:- 


(1) Do you favor the general idea of a reduction in the size 
of the General Assembly, provided the method of reduction suits 


you? YES 


(2) What is your re-action to the following suggestions? 


(a) To base representation upon communicant membership? 
DO NOT CHANGE THE PRESENT BASE 

(6) To add the number of ministers in a presbytery to 

number of communicants in a presbytery and using a fixed 


divisor ascertain the representation? 
DO NOT CHANGE THE PRESENT BASE 


(c) To give up the minister-elder-pair idea for straight 


selection letting presbyteries control the proportion as 
they see fit? NO, THAT WOULD BE UNCONSTITUTIONAL AND AGAINST THE 


GENIUS OF OUR CHURCH. 
(ad) To seek to re-district presbyteries with view to 
merging the smallest ones? yes 


(e) To give each presbytery one pair of commissioners 
only and then attach to each a factitious voting 
strength commensurate with the size of the presbytery? Elder and 

minister to each presbytery regardless of size would be good tule. In re 2n 

(f) To base representation on number of pastors in a 
presbytery instead of upon number of ministers? 

I DOUBT THE CONSTITUTIONALITY OF THIS SUGGESTION. 


(3) Have you a suggestion other than one of the above? 


Not at the present time. Will talk to you 
later. 


“ON 
‘-dTysiequem jo Sufjion Sutpszegsea uoTty tTsodoad 


April 4, 1933. 


Dear “Das"s- | ) | 

I enclose. a copy of a proposed: anerament te the . 
Form of Government which seems to me to be admirably 
suited to our needs. It came to me in response to my 
request and I was taken with it principally because OF: 
the fact .that it foxt one. your suggestions Pe 


The reason for the change in the ‘measuring-rod" 
from £ tte 24 to 18 in the first instance; and from 24 to. 
36 in the second instance is. for the following reason: 


Phere are 200 uhbchytexiea with ‘less Shen 24. 
ministers, but 91 of these have more than 18. In the 
interest of: these smaller presbyteries it seemed like © 
& wise thing to take this opportunity for equalizing | 
this seeming injustice to this large group of small 
presbyteries, which are not, however, the smallest... 


Otherwise the lines are strictly those of . .. 
our present historic mode and manner. It brings the — 
Assembly down to 600 or so, and continues the parity | 
as between ministers an8, eaters on. the floor ef She 
Assemblye ihe se 


If you can Saenk this as, on the ‘whole, a ae 
wise and timely proposal, and allow me to use your word 
of approval in the interest of this. party I know. sal 
will greatly advance its” SUCCESS » ie 


No doubt there are limitless wogaiuiiacioe 
for variation of detail, but I feel the time is short: 
the opportunity great, and at this writing I yaners vere 
there is no definite proposal Deane BAYOORS ER e \ 


Pisues lend’ your good word ‘and ae believe | we 
' Shall be very happy with. the resulte : | 


Yours with ever warm regard, 


The ReveDré Js Greshom Xaeheny 
- Philadelphia, ‘Pennae be 


To reduce the size of the Gederal Aeeebiy: te reasonable 
proportions is the desire of most ministers and elders 
throughout our church, who have given the matter any extended 
consideration. | | A : 

This desire is not recent Kok tne child of the depression. 
Carefully considered proposals have been offered to the 
Church through the Assembly, but, for one reason or another, 
each one has failed to win general enough consent to bring it 
through to a@e a realized fact. | ; | 

This year the considered desire on the Sanios multitudes 
of thoughtful ministers and communicants is equally strong and 
in addition there is a pressing practical need for yee 
the thing desired actually a part of our constitution. 

In order to focus this demand and open a practical way to 
gain the end a study has been made of the facts in the situation 
and the a Proposed Amendment to Fom of Government, iortinie 
Chapter XII; Section II is he rewith peowen heey 


PROPOSED. .AWVENDMENT 10 FORM OF GOVERNMENT 
» CHAPTER XIIG SECTION IT 
II. The General Assembly. shall consist of a delegation 
of bishops and elders from the Presbyteries in the following . 
proportion; viz: each Presbytery cons isting of not more than - 
eighteen ministers shall send one delegate; and each Presbytery, | 
consisting of more than eighteen ministers, shall send one 
delegate for each additional thirty-six ministers, or for 
each additional fractional number of ministers not less than 
eighteen; and these delegates, so appointed , shall be styled, 
Commissioners to the General Assembly. : oa 
In erase to maintain an equal delegat ion of bishops 
and elders in the General Assembly, when an oda number of 
commissioners is to be chosen by a Presbytery, the odd mnie 
commissioner shall be from ae rom’ Ly to Assembly alternately & 
minister and an elder, “the first half of the Presbyteri4s ae 
in alphabetical order begitning with a minister, and the second 


half with an elder. 


the 


By way of explanation, and in the interest of this proposal 
following reasons are offered:- : 


(1) The only reduction worth the effort is a radical 
reduction looking to an Assembly more like half the 
size of the body as at present constituted, viz. 

930 members, 


(2) The obvious thing to do is to cut the uody in 

two. This can be done by a very simple change in 

wording, but when it is done it gives rise to one 
serious injustice. It puts 200 presbyteries | 

into the same class so far as representation is con- 

cerned, namely all who have less than 36 ministeriad 

members. : 


(3) To recognize an obvious ol wtih which 91 ROR a 
with more than 18 but less than 36 ministers, a 

change in the unit is Mm EERO eRe viz 18 rather than 

246 


(4) This produces four groups of pabebeh een) as follows:- 


109 Presbyteries (each having less than 18 ministers) 
one commissioner each . . -% Cie Sw pe eee ip ap hg ke 
91 Presbyteries (18 to 36 ministers ) | 
two 'commissi oners: G8Ch eis eee: se. 6 eee of een eee 
69 Presbyteries (36-72 minist ers ) | 
three commissioners each. . . Poe ey arta or 4 8d 
21 Presbyteries (72 ministers up) exuxxtxniox : ae 
four or four plus commissioners each » « « « «6 « « « 84 


Total —s-—«BB plus eS 


(5) There has been a contention that representation ‘should be 
based upon communicant strength rather than upon ministerial 
strength. This was met with defeat when a proposal based 
upon it was offered, and, as a matter of fact, this present 
proposal does about “the same thing imxfark although hh aa 
retains the ministerial strength as a basis of measurment. 
The General Assembly Office made a careful computation of 
this phase and this reason comes with the mulher hey. of Dr. 
Mudge. : 


(6) This proposal reduces the Assembly ky eebe shoud, 950 

to less than 600, more than one third. It tends to produce = 
a more representative body by recognizing the smaller pres- 
byteries which are not the smallest. It retains the parity 
of ministers am elders in the Assembly. It retains the 
basis of representation in the number of ministers, although 
it accomplished the same end that would be gained if the 
number of communicants were made the basis of representation. 


(7) In conelusion we quote from Dr.Lewis S.Mudge, Stated 
Clerk of the General Assembly:- "We have examined with care 


all the proposals relating to representation at the 
Assembly that have been introduced at any time or 

in any way. Some we have studied have never reached 
the parliamentary status necessary to have them re~ 
eprded in the Minutes of the Assembly. Furthermore, we 
have examined the statistical tables inthe 1932 
Minutes ( see pp. 996 = 1005) and have applied the 
provisions of (this amendment) to the organization of 
the Church from the statistical standpoint. It is our 
judgement that (this proposed Amendment) herewith sub- 
mitted is the one which every thing considered is most 


likely to meet our present needs.amixka” — 


a ke | 
Breifly Hvar this may be said fox the proposal:=. 


(7) 


(8) 


It will. reduce the Assembly by over one enlee | r 
It will retain the present basis of representation | 
which is generally felt to be wise. — 

Yet the ratio is so skillfully adjusted that it” 
secures a representation which is very like 


“the pattern which would follow one based on 


communicant strength, | ‘4 

It will correct a certain e Lement of injustice aCe 
which exists at present as between the very — 
smallest presbyteries and those (One third nearly 
of the whole) which have between 18 and 36 ministre. 
It will continue the parity of ministers and bassiucie 
on the floor of the Assembly. . 

It leaves open the question of the frequency of 
Assemblies being worded in such away that it 4a: 
applicable regardless of the intervals between 
meetings e | 
It has the benefit of the careful study: of Dreliud ge 
and the General Assembly office and has. been 
applied to our general situation. . 
It is believed to be fair, simple,plain, and tions 
oughly. consistent WARn our geod id genius and 

a MEREO 


‘‘Corresponentt 


April 6, 1933 
Dear Drelindge:— x 


. The more. r bead ticle. ‘pases ‘the. beues: 
z Like ite I have gotten in touch with Dr.Brank for — 
Morris and Orange. Of course until our Presbytery — 
on April — th puts it into the ring there is not auch 
publicity I can give it. T am seeking some favorable | 
coments, however, with. ‘permission to use es X: 


 Woulé you mind asking someone Ga: your: 
office to put this change up. into such form as can. 
be presented to Tresbytery? I should like to have it 
go before the body in a technical dress which will 


not provoke well founéed criticisn and bio Sisvress. Bae aN 


any fron the merits of the proposal,’ 


Perhaps if/after we get at aveoues Seite LS 


Presbytery you will be kina enough to send a word a 


‘approval to our religious papers uncer your own | 
office head and tpdopentenehy of such: news as Oy try 
to supply. . 


tT had | an ‘bitenagtine Somantectioe from 


Dr.Matthews which makes me think we have the right 
proposition, In bespeaking favor for it I feel the’ 


right line to take is this: that while there ere fountess rae 


a dozen different minor variations, no one is” 


better than this, and this conserves all matters: which 


are now coustitutional, and adds a moasure of further 
justice to our whole COnETATHEROY 6: hidey 


| Please guide me in any way you cane | 
Yours: most cordially, | 
fhe Rev.sDreLewis S,Mudge, Stated Clerk, 
General Assembly of the hresbyterian churenyteSahog 


Witherspoon Building, 
rhiladelphia, FORE y:: 


4a 


Che Presbyterian Church in the Guited States of America 


OFFICE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE HEAD GENERAL OFFICE 
REV. LEWIS S. MUDGE, D.D., LL.D. 514 WITHERSPOON BUILDING 
STATED CLERK Anti 7s) 2933 PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
East Jersey Street, near Broad, 
Elizabeth, N.J. 


Dear Dr. Robinson: 


I have your good letter of April 6th. It is most grat- 
ifying to know that the proposed amendment to Form of Govern- 
ment Chapter XII, Section II, which you enclose impresses you 
so favorably after more mature consideration. 


As to my sponsoring in any public way this overature or 
any other I rather feel out of experience that things will go 
better without such support. Unfortunately there is a type 
of mind in the Church which at once assumes that if the Stated 
Clerk of the Assembly or a Board Secretary is evidencing decided 
interest in a proposition that there must be some “over lordship" 
in operation or some official scheming to some ulterior end. 
I shall be most glad to answer any inquiries which you may direct my 
way concerning this overture but I feel very sure that if it is 
publicly sponsored by others it will have more unprejudiced con- 
sideration. 


It would seem to me that the line of procedure which you 
suggest is tactful and effective, namely, that "while there are 
doubtless a dozen different minor variations possible, no one is 
any better than this, and this conserves all matters which are 
now constitutional, and adds a measure of further justice to our 
whole constituency." 


I take pleasure in sending you the proposed amendment in the 
form in which the Stated Clerk of the Assembly would be directed 
to send it to the Presbyteries’ if and when so ordered by the 
Assembly. 


With kind regards, believe me 


Yours sincerely, 
a X S. Mirage 
Lewis S. Mudge 


Stated Clerk 


| April ll, 1955, — 
: Hear Mr,Stated Clerk: oe oe | | 


z ene lose the sia oueek cian to Form of 
Government Chapter XII, Section If. Dreitudge called me 
again and we fot to=pether over the phone from his home 
in cask Mawr and he gave the corrected text as withing 


t believe this 4s exact, but sinee the 
funny tates T am prepared to pe tole that even this 
has something. askew. However TI guess we ere all Sanaa 
about it now. : fo . 


Men By this, therefore, vou are adviseé a 
formally of what is in the Shae cave and heave herewith — 
the proposal. : ! | 


Yours as ever,. 


The Rev,tir Herbert E.inglend,. 
‘V17 We est Oe AV@es 5 pe eater: 
‘Roselle, Nits : 


SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
EAST JERSEY ST., NEAR BROAD 
ELIZABETH, N. J. 


April 11, 1933 


Dear Fellow-Presbytcr :- 
A copy of a communication to our Stated 
Clerk Dr. Mngland is sent herewith to you. 


It is the result of some study of a vary 
prac tical problem which faces our Church. 


In addition to same private researches and 
inquiries among aifferent men about the country Dr. 
Lewis S. Mudge and his office have given very fine 
help. The text of the enclosed was prepared in the 
office of the Gencral Assembly. It was made in re- 
sponse to a request. 


In brief fashion this may be said of this 
osed Amcndment:- , 
) It reduces the Assembly by over one third, 
2) It retains the present basis of representation. 
) It effects substantially the same result as 
would follow if a communicant representation 
were uscd. 
4) It corrects present irregularities. 
(5) It continues the parity of ministers and elders 
6 


e) 
‘3 


on floor of Assembly. 
) Dr. Mudge says of it: 
"It is our judgmmt that (this proposed Amend-—- 
ment) herewith submitted is the one which every 
thing cnnsidored is most likcly to mect our 
present needs." 


It is hoped that this may become the proposal of 
Elizabeth Presbytery to the tLssembly at Columbus. 


Many requests are in the air that something be 
done. There are doubtless a dozen possible minor 
variations that might be introduced into this pro- 
posal, ‘but no one would achieve any vitally different 
result. 


No other definite overture is known to be in 
existence. This one here proposed has’in view all 
previous efforts and all other studies. 

It is belioved to be fair, simple, plain, and 
thoroughly consistent with our historic genius and 
usagee 

Your support is respectfully sought. 

Yours vory sincerely, 4-7 ff) oe 
Stewart a Robinson / fi is 
Sa he carl 


A « 


Beas 
. 1 


S 
eae 


> 
ue 
: 


To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U.& A., in session at Columbus ,May,1933. 


Brethren: 
The Presbytery of Elizabeth respectfully requests 
that the General Assembly adopt the following: 
Resolved, that the Stated Clerk be directed to 
prepare and send to the Presbyteries for their action 
the following Overture:- 


Shall Form of Government, Chapter XII,Section If, 
be amended to read as follows: 


It. The General Assembly shall consist of a dele- 
gation of bishops and elders from the presbyteries in 
the following proportion; viz: each presbytery con- 
Sisting of not more than eighteen ministers shall send 
one delegate; and each presbytery consisting of more 
than eighteen ministers, but not more than thirty-six 
Ministers, shall send two delegates; and each presby- 
tery consisting of more than thirty-six ministers shall 
send one -additional delegate for each additional 
thirty~six ministers or any fractional portion thereof ; 
and these delegates,so appointed, shall be styled, 
commissioners to the General Assembly. 

In order to maintain an equal delegation of bishops 
and elders in the General Assenbly, when an odd number 
of commissioners is to be shosen by a Presbytery, the 
odd Commissioner shall be from Assembly to Assembly 
alternately a minister and an elder, the first half of 
the presbyteri cs in alphabetical order beginning With a 


mingster, and the second half with an elder. 


Che Presbyterian Church in the Guited States of America 


OFFICE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE HEAD GENERAL OFFICE 
REV. LEWIS S. MUDGE, D.D., LL.D. 514 WITHERSPOON BUILDING 
STATED CLERK Apri) 13.5 293356 PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
Elizabeth, N.J. 
Dear Dr. Robinson: 

Your letter of April llth with its enclos- 
ure is just received. Yesterday we sent you 
a copy of proposed Overture B in its corrected 


form. 


With warm personal regards, believe me 


Yours sincerely, 


py eee ee 
Lewis S. Mudge 
Stated Clerk 


The Presbyterian Church in the Gnited States of America 


OFFICE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE HEAD GENERAL OFFICE 
REV. LEWIS S. MUDGE, D.D., LL.D. 514 WITHERSPOON BUILDING 
STATED CLERK April 11, 1933. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey. 
Dear Mr. Robinsons: 

I am very grateful to you indeed for bringing 
so promptly to my attention the serious error in the 
overture designated B by us recently sent you in 
connection with our consideration of possible amend- 
ments to Form of Government Chapter XII, Section II. 

I enclose herewith several copies of the pro- 


posed overture in its corrected form. 


With kind regards, believe me 


Yours sincerely, 


Lewis S. FS Oe 


Stated Clerk 


II. The General Assembly shall consist of a delegation 
of bishops and elders from the presbyteries in the following 
proportion; viz: each presbytery consisting of not more than 
eighteen ministers shall send one delegate; and each presbytery 
consisting of more than eighteen ministers, but not more than 
thirty-six ministers, shall send two delegates; and each 
presbytery consisting of more than thirty-six ministers shall 
send one additional delegate for each additional thirty-six 
ministers or any fractional portion thereof; and these 
delegates, so appointed, shall be styled, commissioners to 
the General Assembly. 

In order to maintain an equal delegationof bishops and 
elders in the General Assembly, when an odd number of 
commissioners is to be chosen by a Presbytery, the odd 
commissioner shall be from Assembly to Assembly alternately a 
minister and an elder, the first half of the presbyteries in 
alphabetical order beginning with a minister, and the second 


half with an elder. 


Example: 109 presbyteries 1 commissioner 109 
97 " 2 “ 194 

61 is 3 4 185 

16 " 4 0 64 

1 ? 5 Ahi 5 

3 " 6 tt 18 

2 r 7 v 14 

1 10 1 LO 

He " vet iy Lat 668 


II. The General Assembly shall consist of a dolaaation 
of bishops and elders from the presbyteries in the following 
proportion; viz: each presbytery consisting of not more than 
eighteen ministers shall send one delegate; and each presbytery 
consisting of more than eighteen ministers, but not more than 
thirty-six ministers, shall send two delegates; and each 
presbytery consisting of more than thirty-six ministers shall 
send one additional delegate for each additional thirty-six 
ministers or any fractional portion thereof; and these 
delegates, so appointed, shall be styled, commissioners to 
the General Assembly. 

In order to maintain an equal delegationof bishops and 
elders in the General Assembly, when an odd number of 
commissioners is to be chosen by a Presbytery, the odd 
commissioner shall be from Assembly to Assembly alternately a 
minister and an elder, the first half of the presbyteries in 
alphabetical order beginning with a minister, and the second 


half with an elder. 


Example; 109 presbyteries 1 commissioner 109 
97 " P) " 194 

61 " 3 a 183 

16 - “L ; 64 

nt ? 5 iA] 5 

4 YY 6 Y 18 

2 'Y 7 7? 14 

1 és 10 " LO 

1 i Ld aK 11l- 608 


II. The General Assembly shall consist of a delegation 
of bishops and elders from the presbyteries in the following 
_ proportion; viz: each presbytery consisting of not more than 
eighteen ministers shall send one delegate; and each presbytery 
consisting of more than eighteen ministers, but not more than 
thirty-six ministers, shall send two delegates; and each 
presbytery consisting of more than thirty-six ministers shall 
send one additional delegate for each additional thirty-six 
ministers or any fractional portion thereof; and these 
delegates, so appointed, shall be styled, commissioners to 
the General Assembly. 

in order to maintain an equal delegationof bishops and 
elders in the General Assembly, when an odd number of 
commissioners is to be chosen by a Presbytery, the odd 
| commissioner shall be from Assembly to Assembly alternately a 
minister and an elder, the first half of the presbyteries in 
alphabetical order beginning with a minister, and the second 


half with an elder. 


Example: 109 presbyteries commissioner 109 
97 ‘i iy 194 
61 " i 183 
16 ie : 64 


1 
2 
3 
4 
1 " 5 " 5 
6 
| 
O 
1 


3 
ra 
1 i 1 
1 1 


SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCI 
EAST JERSEY ST., NEAR BROAD 
ELIZABETH, N. J. 


April 11, 1933 


Dear Fellow-Presbytcr :- 
A copy of a communication to our Stated 
Clerk Dr. Meland is sent herewith to you. 


It is the result of some study of a vary 
prac tical problem which faces our Church. 


In addition to same private researches and 
inquiries among aiffor ent men about the country Dr. 
Lewis S. Mudge and his office have given very fine 
help. The text of the enclosed was prepared in the 
office of the Genoral Assembly. It was made in re- 
sponse to a request. 


In brief fashion this may be said of this 


proposed Amendment :- 

(1) It reduces the Assembly by over on® third, 

(2) It retains the present basis of representation. 
(3) It effects substantially the same result as 


would follow if a communicant representation 
were uscd. 

4.) It corrects present irregularities. 

(5) It continues the parity of ministers and elders 

mm ‘on floor of Assembly. 

6 Dr. Mudge says of it: 
"It is our judgmont that (this proposed Amend- 
ment) herewith submitted is the one which every 
thing ennsidored is most likely to meet our 
present needs." 


Tt is hoped that this may become the proposal of 
Flizabcth Presbytery to the tssemb ly at Columbus. 


Many requests are in the air that something be 
done. There are doubtless a dozen possible minor 
variations that might be introduced into this pro- 
posal, but no one would achieve any vitally different 
result. 


No other definite overture is known to be in 
existence. This one here proposed hasin view all 
previous efforts and all other studies. 


It is belicvced to be fair, simple, plain, and 
thorotighly consistent with our historic genius and 
usage. 


Your support is respectfully sought. 


Yours very sincerely, . 
Stewart) M. Robinson. Lo |p pudgy 
if / h ' & 


a ck Aah bv 


(Please fill eut and return this sheet to the Rev. S. M. Robinson, 
1161 Fast Jersey Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey.) 


From:- 


(1) Do you favor the general idea of a reduction in the size 
of the General Assembly, provided the method of reduction suits 
you? 


(2) What is your re-action to the following suggestions? 
(a) To base representation upon communicant membership? Q/<¢ . 
(6) To add the number of ministers in a presbytery to 
number of communicants in a presbytery and using a fixed 


divisor ascertain the representation? 


(c) To give up the minister-elder-pair idea for straight hae ee 
selection letting presbyteries control the proportion as 
they see fit? 


(a) To seek to re-district presbyteries with view to Po Debs dew 


merging the smallest ones? 

(e) To give each presbytery one pair of commissioners 
only and then attach to each a factitious voting 
strength commensurate with the size of the presbytery? 


(f) To base representation on number of pastors in a see 
presbytery instead of upon number of ministers? 


(3) Have you a suggestion other than one of the above? 


* 


ae we. GNF lo eu a crupticnkal 


eat ie pret of. he sine of te +. tg in ee 


The 185th Stated Meeting 
Presbytery of Elizabeth 

Crescent Ave., Presbyterian Church, Plainfield, N.J. 
April 18, 1963 - at 9:S0 A.M. 


PROVISIONAL DOCKET 


Devotional service and sermon by the retiring moderator 
New moderator assumes office 

Presbytery constituted with prayer 

Hear excuse - Reccive or dismiss members 

Adsointment of vice-moderator 

Appointment of committeoes:- 

On Kxathination of Printed Minutes - one minister and one 
elder, “one of whom shall have been present at the last 
stated meeting" 

On Bills and Overtures 

Adoption of the docket 

Report of the Committee of Arrangements - Moment 
Report of the Committe on National Missions 
Prosentation of sessional records for review 

Report of the Stated Clerk 

Report of the Presbytcrial Council - Stated Clork 
Nomination for membership in the Presbyterial Council 

(Election at the afternoon session) 

Election of stated clerk, permanent clerk and treasurer | 
Election of a@ member to the Committee on Vacancy and Supply 
Revision of permanent committces 
Nomination of commissioners to General Assembly 
(Election to take place one half hour after reconvening for 

the aftermoon session) 
Appoint delegates to’the pre-assembly conference on evangelism 
Reports of permanent, standing and special committees 

Christian Education — BLauric 

Program and Field Activites 

Bills and Overtures 

On Declaring the Action of Presbytery to the Woodbridge 

Church —- England 
Miscellancous Benevolences - Helwig 
Examination of Printed Minutes 
Treasurer's report on Churches dclinquent in yayment of 
ecclesiastical assessments 
Submission of statistical revorts from the churches to 
the General Assembly 
Authorize the stated clerk to complete his report:and forward 
it to the statod clerk of the General Assembly — 
Authorize the treasurer to pay the apportionments to Synod, 
General Assembly, and to the commissioners to the 
General Assembly, and incidental bills 
New business 
Resolution of thanks 
Leave to vacant churches to supply pulpits 
Report of Committee on Leave of Absence 
Read and adopt the minutes of the day 
Adjourn with singing, prayer and benediction 


Herbert K. England, 
Stated Clerk 


April, 19, 19935 


Dear Miss. Kokimey:~ 


‘Fere is the cbubies on hha ‘aeeseieh 
Amendment 40 the 3 Form of Government. I have sent the text 
of the Overture as passed by “ligePres. and a mere stateuend | 
of its passage to the Bammer and: ARVANIG« & Labaeoeh a0. . | 
a somewhat civaraguie reports 


Ue duplicate copy bf: my ‘matesial, ne you 
goes at once to Father in Delhi. I am sugeesting to him — | 
that if he approve its insertion he wire you a co : 

statement ‘Like "PUBLISH STEWART'S OVERTURE JOP YM. Ma 


| La | was very pleaned to see it eo 
- through ‘peaahytedy so smoothly.» DreMudge has been 
interested in ity sbuptidice: 7 know. the wording: te. 
his owtis °°" | 
| Pie am. ask Pather to. write Drainage for 
an expression on the merit of <4 Dr-Mudge thought that 
would. be a better way to get his opinion before oie onureh 
than for hima vo geen to promulgate it as. his: owe sf - 


30 far as our “‘respoatiye: piodeets. rights: 
in this tnihe the fact seem to be that I provoked: ‘Dr. Mudge - 
to prepare this bad egg which he submitted to me anong 


others, and he and. 1 uae thet tsa was Piso ces Fovanacl to ee 


Launolts 


an SeS- lesson. 


oe idea AeGetloKimnoy-- ILE ogee COE TTI hea al ig a 
ita Di eeemaaiy ata PAB BOON a OMEN A GO a bee he aac te oun ror 


I sna. hori . otic aie ee 


WHAT'S TO. BE SAID FOR IT 


(1) 
(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


It reduces the size of the Assembly more than one-third. 
It retains the present ministerial basis of representation. : 


It effects, akxkhexxamextimey substantially the same 
representation as would result were a communicant basis 
substituted for the present mu historic mode. 

injustice. : 
It corrects one present LaAuXEX 
200 presbyteries have less than 36 ministers, but 
91 of these have more than 18. By making 18 the 
dividing line rather than 24 greater justice is done 
this large group of small, but not Tecra tht Beh abd 


It continues the parity of ministers and ‘elders on the 
floor of the Assembly. | : 


The Stated Clerk of the General scour iee the Se 
Lewis 5.Mudge, says of it:- "It is our judgment that 
(this proposed Amendment) herewith submitted is the 

one which every thing considered ” is most idee Ly. bake 


meet our present needs." 


tla oun s) 
shy SINE AK 
, ye 
iy 


' 
Wits ae 
+" ae 


Dear Doctor image t~ | 


You will he Gateteates ha: ‘Weak that 
the Sesichaed Amendment to Form of Gov't ChapeXII, 


Section II passed Elizabeth Presbytery unanimously — | oe : 


and will reach fie) no regan, vie cil mace Fv 
| Stated pepe. 


tt was aoat ‘grat Sythe ca see ‘the. 
way the men book: to it. Presbytery also did me Ge 
‘the honor to place me at the head of the list of : 


commissioners. Our full quota was elected, no one es 


knowing any way to do otherwise. I do i know how 
many will —_— reach Columbus + | 


ie ie Fe 4.4 


Owing ve the mix-up in tie! iti z rasa a Ree ear t. ie 


not get it around among other presbyteries. I hope _ 

this will not hurt its chances, but I can't see. iain 
how, it need do so, because one Paneent at tent wil ring. 
it before the » Assembly. bea 3 ne 


My hodent now ‘Se to biapay s sank the. text 
and the a tatement of its ae Saechance: biupheridr ans ant 
our church DFOSS~ | 


ue may care to makes It has moved ahead naturally and - 
smoothly so fare I think it is intrinsically sound, and — 
coming amid a grist of pleasa from. presbyteries to. have | 


nome thine dems: it. may take a ‘hit: ‘and ‘pep. right. overs pe va 


«tig. 
rid 


‘Thanking you for your: xing | help and | friend 


encouraenont apt — | 


Vory sinoerely yours, vg ‘ 


The devedeatante S.umage, 
Witherspoon Buildine, oe 
Philadelphia, Penna. 


i he shall. he very eink: to have any: suerestions ‘2 


April 19, 1933. 
Dear Harry:- | PAS hd ee a 


nates © 7 Rooke as sheen 1 a ae ‘6 Columbus. 
Brenbytesy elected me to head the list. I enclose copy 
of an overture we also put across. It is the result OD in Key 
some study and thought which I gave the matter and Eee 
principally ithe very kind help of Dr.Mudge in Philas 
who put his office on the job. The text was prepared — 
in his office. He says he thinks it is the best plan i Magn eee Se a 
afoote It only deals with the number of commissioners . Gime. eo a Gs fae 
which it reduces to 608 as ti ings stand now. The 9 4... 99° 
matter of spacing assemblies at two OF ‘three FORE Bil Be a eae e 
not tou:hed ube alls 3 aN te uae Paty . 


rt will de a ‘Sipauie to) see you “out hares 2 es 
There is Al Copeland and several others whom it will os aga 
be a gladsome rene ‘to see Sealine 3 ae ean 

With warm remaras , t am, 
| | Xours ever, 
The Rev -DreJelarsy sotton, 


Broad Street PEORE SOLAN Chey 
eens Ohi0e ane 


April. 19, 1933.0} 


Dear Doctor Larknee= 


an have the pe ne of anon to you: a copy 
a Proposed Amendment to our Form of Covernment which” 
passed unanimously the Presbytery of Flizabeth at ieee 
spring meeting hela yesterday at the Crescent Avenue | 
Church in Plainfield, “.J. The text is the result of 
considerable study and the very splendid help of the a Reo mm 
office of the Stated Clerk of the General epee! omen ree tae te 
DreLewis De MAn ge ers 


fy should be olad if you ema give the: ‘tert: and 
the’ fact that it goes to the Assembly from Blizabeth - 
Presbytery. Also, if you will ask eet, ne Stans he 
will wisi ea8 to say a word. euoay ite 


This. pveriurs doula’ with the ‘else of. the eas 
and leaves the matter of the. frequency of meeting hse 
free for other action. The wording is such that it serves . 
for assemblies held at any intervals: cane eee ae pr iee 
and I think simple.. 


It produces an ‘Maleebty of 608 as. tides are ‘now. mee at 
In a recent. Letter Dr Madge appended. this. examplei= — Let tase eany aaa 


109 presbytories 2 conmissi oner er 6 


97 2 toq 
61 ey “188. 
16 Se a. Mee 
1 wer las a 
a Metiaey gee Rie ae 
1 ge it oe 10° 


Yours very sincerely, > 


fhe ReveDre Jasel. Clarke, Heal aise hf *: 
The Presbyterian Advance, | ‘ ms 
150 Fourth Aves, Ne) | vie is 
Nashville, Teme. fe Me 


Che Presbyterian Church in the Cited States of America 


OFFICE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE HEAD GENERAL OFFICE 
REV. LEWIS S. MUDGE, D.D., LL.D. 514 WITHERSPOON BUILDING 
STATED CLERK April *20, (1933: PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson,D.D., 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
Elizabeth, N.J. 

Dear Dr. Robinson: 

Thank you for your good letter of April 19th 
and for your most helpful leadership in this important 
matter of an amendment to Chapter XII, Section II of the 
Form of Government. I quite agree with you that there 
will be no need of securing the support of any particular 
number of Presbyteries for this amendment. 

I am very sorry that there was a mix up about the 
text. Mr. Barraclough is so accurate that it did not 
occur to me to check up over against actual figures just 
how the phrasiology orginally submitted to you would work. 


With warm personal regards and renewed thanks, believe me 


Yours sincerely, 


if Ma RA YP hes tery 
Lewis S. Mudge 
Stated Clerk 


FOUNDED 1814 Ie Contributing Editors 
ISHED 
EVERY’ THURSDAY WILLIAM H, BODDY 
f WILLIAM E. BROOKS 


RALPH COOPER HUTCHISON 


JAMES H. SNOWDEN HUGH THOMSON KERR 
Editor JOHN A, MACKAY 
L PATTON FARIS DONALD MACKENZIE 
Managing Editor JOSEPH R. SIZOO 


Editorial and Business Offices 
2007-9 COMMONWEALTH BUILDING 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 


April 21, 1933 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, D.D. 
Second Presbyterian Church 
East Jersey Street, Near Broad 
Elizabeth, New Jersey 


My dear Dr. Robinsons: 

Thank you for your April 19 letter. We are publishing 
the Elizabeth Overture in the April 27 issue of The Banner, and are 
asking Dr. Mudge if he will give us a brief statement for use the follow- 
ing week. It seems to me to be the most practical method yet suggested 
for reduction of the size of the Assembly. 


Sincerely yours, 


Cease 


PPF 3B Paul Patton Faris 
Managing Editor 


| April 19, 1933. © 
Dear DreFarist- oe i, ad 


I sadloes copy of 3 an overture ihdon | unanimously 


passed Rlinabeth Presbytery at its spring meeting held. 
April 18th sie: She Crescent Avenue Chureh, Plainfield, Neds 


It is ‘the result of some considerable study ee 
‘and ee had +he very valvabie help of hase sharia Fea 
/ and his Papen ee | 4 


; iy ahowie be ae if ‘you. “eu: ‘fina space les 
ae Shi. vest and state the fact that it goes from | 
Elizabeth Presbytery to the Assembly at Columbus. Of course 

in addition any editorial comment you care to give will | 

be valuable. Do you mind writing Dr. "udge: about. it. and 
ahem from him a statement of his. estimate? | 


‘Thanking you for you kindness, I am, a a 


ory sincerely YOURS, | 


The Rov.Dr.Paul ee 
- ‘The Presbyterian Banner, 
Pittsburg, Penna. ee 


Example: 


109 presbyteries 


97 


nr? 


A 
L 


1 
ra) 
3 
4 
3) 
6 
7 
6) 
A 


commissioner 


{ 


ee. PRESBYTERIAN ie 


NATION-WIDE 


WEEKLY FOR Founded 1831 
CIRCULATION 


THE FAMILY 


HPHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 


TWELVESEVENTEEN MARKET ST.{{& 


April 27, 1933. 


Rev. S. M. Robinson, D.D., 
23 Kempshall Place, 
Elizabeth, N. Jd. 


Dear Dr. Robinson: 


I understand from your father that you have been 
appointed a commissioner from your presbytery to the General 
Assembly and that the matter of a write-up of-the proceedings 
for THE PRESBYTERIAN is left in your hands, 


Mr. Peter Stam, who has done a great deal of 
book reviewing for us and is connected with our advertising 
agency, is also a commissioner from Philadelphia-North Presby- 
tery. He is a good conservative man and recently called offer-— 
ing his services to THE PRESBYTERIAN as a corresvondent from 
the Assembly. I told him that your father had arranged with 
you to care for this but no doubt you would be glad to have ase 
sistance. In order to relieve you, could you not get together 
and divide some of the work? However, this is only a suggestion 
and may not meet with your approval, 


THE PRESBYTERIAN has a portable typewriter in 
good condition which, if you desire, we will be glad to lend you 
to take to the Assembly. We will also furnish copy paper and 
addressed and stamped envelopes. Others who have done this work 
have sent in copy each day but of course the matter can be cared 
for as you deem best. 


I understand that your father will attend the 
meeting of the Board of Directors on Tuesday. He expresses 
dread of this but I think he should have no hesitancy in facing 
them with the splendid service he has rendered THE PRESBYTERIAN, 
I have prepared a letter for the Directors telling some of the 
things the paper has been doing during the past year and express- 
ing grateful appreciation to our contributors for their kindness 
in furnishing copy without compensation. You are one of these, 
so accept our thanks in person. 


I am glad to know that Mr. Crowell plans to be 
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at the meeting. It is possible he may re-—consider his decision 
to withdraw from the Board of Directors and may be led to put 
his hand in his vocket and help us again. 


Very sincerely yours, 


AINcKk*E | 


FOSTER COPELAND, 
Honorary Chairman 


REV. FRANK H. THROOP, D. D., 


LOCAL COMMITTEE ON ARRANGEMENTS 


for the 
ONE HUNDRED FORTY-FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
of the 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S.A. RAL St eee 
MAY 24-29th 1933 Telephone. 
THE NEIL HOUSE, Columbus, Ohio Adams 6024 


Vice-Chairman 


Chairmen of 
COMMITTEES 
HOSPITALITY 
Ralph H. Sweetser 
PLACES OF MEETING 
Leon C. Roy 
SUNDAY PULPIT SUPPLY 
Rev. Robert R. Reed, D. D. 
MID-WEEK MEETINGS 
Dr. W. W. Boyd 
COMMUNION SERVICE 
Marion W. McIntyre 
TRAIN RECEPTION 
Gen. A. W. Reynolds 
POPULAR MEETINGS 
Rev. George Willets 


PUBLICITY 
T. T. Frankenberg 


PRINTING 
Rev. Robert S. Burris 


USHERS 
Col. Simeon Nash 


MUSIC 
Prof. Aaron H. Durnell 


FOREIGN MISSIONARIES 
Mrs. Lloyd B. Jones 


DECORATIONS 
David A. Shade 


FINANCE 
Charles F. Johnson 


YOUTH’S SPIRITUAL EMPHASIS 
Rev. John Maxwell Adams 


PRE-ASSEMBLY CONFERENCE 
Rev. Harry C. Hutchison 


STREET MEETINGS 
Rev. Harvey E. Holt 


REV. J. HARRY COTTON, PH. D., D. D., Chairman 
MARION W. MCINTYRE, Recording Secretary 
CHARLES F. JOHNSON, Treasurer 


April 27, 1933 


The Rev. S.M. Robinson, 
second Presbyterian Church, 
Elizabeth, N.J. 


My dear Dr. Robinsons 


The Pulpit Supply Committee of the General Assembly would be 
pleased to have you supply a pulpit of one of our local 
churches on Sunday, May the e8th. We appreciate that you 
will be very busy attending the sessions of the Assembly. 

It is very important, however, from our point of view that 
our Presbyterian Church be worthily represented on this 
occasion. 


We are, therefore, writing to urge your cooperation. It is 
hoped to publish a full list of assignments in the Friday 
issue of the General Assembly Daily News. We will also make 
arrangements to have a committee from the church call for you 
in the room of the hotel where you are entertained. 


If possible, I will write a letter giving you your assignment 
before you arrive in Columbus. It will help us very much 

if we may have your acceptance by return mail. Trusting 

that we may have a favorable reply, I am, 


Very sincerely yours, 


(Gar 2, Res 


Chairman, Pulpit Supply Committee. 


1217 MARKET STREET, PHILADELPHIA 
———=—===——— 


Rev, 5... Robinson, D: De 
23 Kempshall Place, 
Elizabeth, N. J. 


Dear Dr. Robinson: 


Under separate cover we are sending you the list 
of commissioners received at the office to date. As soon as yi 
others are sent in they will be remailed to you. We plan to ; 
publish in THE PRESBYTERIAN of May 11th the names at hand. of rl 
course the list will not be complete. We cannot continue their 
names in the issue of May 18th as that is the General Assembly 
Number which will contain considerable woth daligg thus elim—- ay 
inating space, 


I note that you are planning to send in an arti- 
cle entitled "A Glance Backward." Govid we have this not later ae. 
than Monday or Tuesday, May 8th or 9th? This being on the first 
Side, the copy must go * to the printer at that time. In this is- 
sue we will have your father's editorial written especially for - 
the commissioners which I already have. There is nothing else ant 
of special interest which the commissioners should read. At ree 
least, nothing I know about. P 

t 


We have appointed a man to represent THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN by the name of Rev. Paul Heiligman and have reserved a 
table for his use. The copies will be sent by express directed 
to him in care of the Assembly. We would appreciate your look- 
ing him up and giving him whatever encouragement he may need. 
He will arrange to hand the papers out to the commissioners as 
they come from the first meeting, | 


We have already selected a picture for the cover 
page loaned us by the Chamber of Commerce of Columbus. We also 
have advertising material for three cover pages. I am sorry we ee 
are unable to finance a large number. The paper will consist  ~ 
of twenty-four pages and the cover. It is the best we can do ar 
without money. | te = 


Whatever plans you have for sending in copy for 
the proceedings of the Assembly will be satisfactory to us. We 
would like to have it as promptly as possible so that we will 
not be too late in printing the proceedings. | 


Very sincerely yours, 
oD Q- 


Che CityNational Bank & Crust Co. 


9 EAST LONG STREET 
ALFRED T. COPELAND 


VICE-PRESIDENT Cal f Ohio. 


May 6, 1933 


Mr. Stewart M. Robinson 
Second Presbyterian Vhurch 
Elizabeth, N. J. 


Dear Stewarts:— 


I was delighted to receive your letter and to learn 
that you are coming to Columbus. 


Are you going to bring your LADY (Ann McGregor) ( 
(if you are still married to the same one) with you? 


I would be glad to have you stay in my duplex with 
my little boy and myself. I will give you my double bed and 
I will sleep on the davenport or if you are coming alone and 
are as tall as you used to be, the davenport ends are such 
that you would not even have to bend your knees. 


I will gladly give your regards to my former LADY. 
We were divorced last february. 


lily sister, Patty, just called me and asked me to dinner 
tomorrow and I mentioned that 1 received a letter from you and 
she insisted that I invite you and irs. Robinson to stay with 
them, that is, her name is Mrs. J.W. Wilcox now, if you don't 
mind three little girls in the house. We both live in Bexley, 
which, as you remember is 33 miles from Broad and High Streets. 
There is a street car that runs from near Patty's house. If 
you only need to go in the morning and back at night, however, 
the distance would not be a factor. 


We want you to thoroughly understand that both or 
either of us would be delighted to have you stay with us and 
look forward to seeing you then. 


Very truly yours, 


ATC: AK 


G10 * Pw 


May 8, 1933 


TO THE STATED CLERK OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 


Please agcept the enclosed and attached Overture on the 
proposed reduction of the size of the General Assembly. 


The similarity between this and the one offered by the 
Presbytery of Elizabeth is quite marked, but the Presbytery 
of San Joaquin believes this to be a more equal represent- 
ation from the Presbyteries, 


It will be noted that the proposed amendment to the 
Form of Government by the Presbytery of Elizabeth gives a 
Presbytery with 3?ministers equal representation with one 
of 72, if it haw been properly represented in the Press. The 
proposal from this Presbytery would give a presbytery with 
from 54 to 90 ministers double representation of one with 
but 37 ministers, and this, without increasing the size of 
the Assembly perceptably. 


Should the amendment the Presbytery of Elizabeth pro- 
poses be adopted, the Assembly would consist of 611 members, 
While the proposal of the Presbytery, of San Joaguin would 
make the Assembly consist of 627 members, a difference of but 16. 


With 204 of our Presbyteries with from one to thirty- 
six ministers, the representation from these 204 would be 303 
by either proposal. Forty-two of the remaining 86 Presbyteries, 
would, by the Elizabeth proposal send 126 Commissioners, while 
these same Presbyteries,would, by the San Joaquin Overture, 
send but 84 Commissioners to the Assembly. 

The other 44 Presbyteries are the larger ones, each 
having 55 or more ministers, the highest number being 329, the 
enrollment of the Los Angeles Presbytery. By the Elizabeth 
Overture, these would have one Commissioner to every 36 ministers 
and an additional Commissioner for any fraction thereof, their 
combined representation would be 182, while the proposal of the 
San Joaquin Presbytery would give these 44 Presbyteries 2 rep- 
resentatives in each 36 ministers or a fractional number of not 
less than 18, and their representatives would number 240. 


Thanking you on behalf of this Presbytery,for your kind 
attention to this matter, 
I AM, Cordially and Fraternally Yours, 
George B. Greig. 
Stated Clerk. 


C Or x 


OVERTURE TO THE THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S.A. 
MEETING IN COLUMBUS, OHIO, in May 1933. 


MODERATOR AND BRETHREN; * 


The Presbytery of San Joaquin, respectfully overtures 
the General Assembly as follows: 


"RESOLVED, that the Stated Clerk be directed to prepare 
and send to the Presbyteries for their action the following 
Overture: 


"Shall Form of Government, Chapter XII, Section II be 
amended to read as follows:? 


II "The General Assembly shall consist of a delegation of 
bishops and elders from the Presbyteries in the following pro- 
portion; viz: each Presbytery consisting of not more than eight- 
een ministers, shall send one delegate -—- a minister or elder 
as indicated hereinafter-; and each Presbytery consisting of 
more than eighteen ministers but not more than thirty-six ministers 
shall send one minister and one elder; and each Presbytery con- 
sisting of more than thirty-six ministers shall send one minister 
and one elder for each additional thirty-six ministers, or for 
each additional fractional number of ministers n less than 
eighteen; and these delegates, so appointed set beater 
Sonn eer oners’ to. the General Assembly." 

To maintain a equal number of bishops and elders in 
the General Assembly, when but one commissioner is to be chosen 
by a Presbytery, the odd number or one commissioner shall be 
alternately a minister and an elder, the first half of such 
Presbyteries in their alphabetical order shall begin with a 
minister and the second half shall begin with an elder for the 
first year of such selection." 

To further simply this equality of ministers and elders 
we suggest that correspondence be had by the Assembly with the 
Presbyteries and Synods looking toward combining smaller Presby- 
teries with contiguous Presbyteries for the purposes of economy 
and strength." 


Adopted by the Presbytery of San Joaquin in Stated 
Meeting this seventh day of May 1933, A.D. 


(Attest) Geo. B. Greig 
Stated Clerk 
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WITHERSPOON BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 


May 10, 1933 
Dear Commissioner: 


The Pre-Assembly Conferences 
formerly held by the four Boards on the day prior 
to the meeting of the General Assembly will be 
omitted, at Columbus, as part of the economy pro- 
gram proposed by the General Council, with which 
the Boards have willingly cooperated. 


The Board of Pensions deeply regrets the giving 
up of its Pre-Assembly Conference, and proposes to 
announce later the location of a room or meeting 
place centrally located in Columbus, where the 
representatives of the Board will meet with the 
Commissioners who desire to discuss their personal 
pension problems, or make inquiry regarding various 
phases of the pension program. Dr. Master, Dr. Gross, 
and Dr. Dickson, will be glad at all times to meet 
with any individual Commissioner or with groups, 
and appointments for conferences may be made by 
telephone or by notice left at the desk of the Neil 
House, headquarters’ hotel at Columbus. We want 
you to feel that we desire to be of service to you. 


We urge your attendance upon the Popular Meeting 
of the Board, which is to be held in Memorial Hall, 
Columbus (where all the meetings of the General 
Assembly are to be held) on Sunday afternoon, May 28, 
at 4:30 o’clock. The address will be made by Rev. 
J. Valdemar Moldenhawer, D.D., pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, New York City. 


Most cordially yours, 


Henry B. Master 
Reid 8. Dickson 


PROGRAM 


POPULAR MEETING 


OF THE BOARD OF PENSIONS 


SUNDAY, MAY 28, 1933, at 4:30 P.M. 
to be held in 


Memorial Hall, Columbus, Ohio 


Rev. Andrew Mutch, D.D., 
President of the Board, presiding 


Speaker - Rev. J, Valdemar Moldenhawer, D.D., 
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
New York City 


Che Presbyterian Church in the Gnited States of America 


OFFICE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE HEAD ' GENERAL OFFICE 
REV. LEWIS S. MUDGE, D.D., LL.D. 514 WITHERSPOON BUILDING 
STATED CLERK May 11, 1933. _ PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson,D.D., 
First Presbyterian Chureh, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey. 


Dear Dr. Robinsons: 


Enclosed you will find a copy of an overture 
suggested by the Presbytery of San Joaquin, also 
a copy of the accompanying letter. Will you not 
give these proposals your careful study and let 
me know as soon as possible what you think with re- 
ference to their merits? 


Of course, we all have but one objective, namely, 
to reduce the Assembly by the wisest and fairest 
method possible. It may be that the proposals of 
the Presbytery of San Joaguin are worthy of the most 
serious consideration. 


With kind regards, believe me 


Yours sincerely, 


OMe de Se elena 
Lewis S. Mudge 
Stated Clerk 
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FOSTER COPELAND 
COLUMBUS, OHIO 


May 13, 1933. 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, 
second Presbyterian Church, 
East Jersey Street, Near Broad, 
Elizabeth, N. J. 


My dear Mr. Robinson: 

I thank you for your kind note of 
the 6rd inst., and shall look forward with plea- 
sure to meeting you during the Assembly. 


Kindest regards to you and your wife 
in which all my family join, I am 


Most cordially yours, 


P. S. 
I am expecting my daughter Eleanor 


home from England today. eae 


Che Presbyterian Church in the Gnited States of America 


OFFICE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE HEAD GENERAL OFFICE 
REV. LEWIS S. MUDGE, D.D., LL.D. 514 WITHERSPOON BUILDING 
STATED CLERK PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
Fast Jersey Street, Near Broad, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey. 


Dear Dr. Robinsons: 


I have your good letter of May 12th 
and have noted carefully your comment upon the 
question of the reduction of the size of the 
Assembly. 


In reply to your question, your 
electing section of the Assembly will have an 
elder. 


Hoping to see you at Columbus, I am 


Yours sincerely, 


Lewis S. Mudge, 


Stated Clerk. 
LSM/H 


\ 4 
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~The Presbyterian Church in the Gnited States of America 


OFFICE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE HEAD GENERAL OFFICE 
REV. LEWIS S. MUDGE, D.D., LL.D. 514 WITHERSPOON BUILDING 
STATED CLERK PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


May 31, 1933 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, D.D., 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey. 


Dear Dre Robinson: 


Permit me to express to you my deep appreciation of 
your very cordial and effective cooperation at the Assembly as 
Secretary of the Polity Committee. In the necessary embarrass- 
ment created by Dr. McEwan's deafness and years, you were most 
effective in your service. 


It is hard to understand the psychology of the Church 
with reference to the reduction in overhead. From the standpoint 
of this office, I must confess that it is quite discouraging. 
However, we must not permit ourselves to sit by and do nothing 
and I shall take pleasure in the near future in submitting to 
you for your friendly criticism a letter to the Presbyteries in 
which I will try and set forth briefly some considerations which 
may be helpful in securing from the Presbyteries information as 
to their attitudes and ideas with regard to a reduction in the 
size of the Assembly. I feel sure that the thoughtful men through- 
out the Church are really desirous of a reduction in the size of 
the Assembly, not only on grounds of economy, but also on grounds 
of efficiency. Perhaps we can secure from the Presbyteries, where 
the power of Constitutional amendment rests, valuable information 
to guide us in the formulation of an overture looking to this end. 
Certainly the Elizabeth Overture will be helpful to this end. 


With kind personal regards and renewed appreciation, 
believe me 


Yours sincerely, 


pe dee BP Oe 
Lewis S. Mudge, 
Stated Clerk. 
LSM/H 
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The Presbyterian Church in the Guited States of America 


OFFICE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE HEAD GENERAL OFFICE 


REV. LEWIS S. MUDGE, D.D., LL.D. ‘ : 514 WITHERSPOON BUILDING 
STATED CLERK une 2, 1933. PHILADELPHIA, PA 
’ . 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson,D.D., 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey. 


Dear Dr. Robinsons: 


Thank you so much for your gracious letter 
of June lst and especially for its kindly words of 
personal appreciation. I am glad to know that you 
are planning to seek transmission to the next Gener- 
al Assembly of the "Elizabeth Overture." It will 
give those who believe that the Assembly ought to be 
reduced in size a rallying point, and I have great 
faith that a course of action which is right and just 
and fair will eventually obtain.the favor of the 
Church. 


I shall await with much interest your account of 
the Assembly in The Presbyterian. The Presbyterian 
has a wonderful opportunity, as you state, for "con- 
structive statesmanship" and your official relation-— 
ships at the last Assembly must have given you consider- 
able insight not available to the average reporter of 
the proceedings. 


With kind regards, believe me 


Yours sincerely, 


Lewis S. Mudge 
Stated Clerk 


The Hirst Preshyterian Church 


ORGANIZED NOVEMBER, 1634 


Nef Brighton, Pa. June 7th, 1953. 


Reve Stewart N. Robbinson, 
2nd Presbyterian Church, 
Hlizabeth, New Jerseye 


Dear Stewic- 


I am sending you some stuff on Young 
People's work that you may be interested in look- 
ing overe I will be glad to have your criticisme 


I was gorry to oppose you at General 
Assembly on the overture and that you let it slip 
your committee. I am working on the overture 
which 1 take to be a substitute for it and will 
send it to you when I get it donee 


It was nice to gee you at 4ssembly and 
I enjoyed my chat with youe Come out and visit 
us whenever you may be this waye 
Cordially, 


Bobe 
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ahd! B 8, 108he Ne 
Dear Bob:= Yes, ao by all moans ‘send dione, ow thing you PS hae aad 
sani: for it Will : always interest MOR: me ; eh ee 


Sates ees night have known’ you had a “plan ee. pedueing 
“the Assembly. They all have them, One chap on the 5. 
comittes sugecsted ‘that wo disband for ‘half an hour end Espana tes 
each one bring in a plan. But beffere long he, folded. up: Petia 

bie ae af ‘Paper. and voted for. Drebindge's JAD » , Te 


: “You: fellowes. tired ‘Gow something ax ‘aa. a 
was. no “man's: ‘plan, no private bright ice, Boe coowthng : 
worked out by the statistical ‘inteliigence of our AS ite ieee 

General Assembly Offices with Drs. Mudge and. Pugh... cg id 
. Sweating their brains for ‘hours, ‘Tt was a potent Mila TRS ee 

plan, and stil” is, I may. iii ane) Lies Apoial to eet RO Mek ea oe 

back “agein next years: hae pa eee 


er eS may peak ether. one, ‘sa if 0, 
we vent it, but it has not turned, bs yet) Oa eee ee 
there have “been. a Lot presented, . “course you never : 


know but some ehappie may be the ey with: ‘$he bright. : 
lah! and 80° von keep the: ‘brains: ver and sl to ite. 
; ee a ‘flew over your town on my way. noun: e 
air-plane. So qT was Keeping an eye. on your, A 
fe Us ‘Perhaps. a year at ‘thought will put us. 
one a hetiek plaes to do something eotistructive to — ‘ 
help our General Uectenarend become even better than 18 | 
is, aye th of R 
met dna oe cat on, the. platform: all bi ‘gould. ‘think ot ‘ 
> WES this figure: I love her but I could love Justas. i 
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uy! dear Mr. Templeton: Sy 


At..your convenience i Should, be very eratern to you 


“4P you could Let me have the’ points you made in your remarks 


at the General Assembly against the proposed submission of 
a change. in the Form of Covernment, looking to a reduction in 
the size of the Assembly. : 


- The acoustics were so nda HRSA de vey frum ‘where I sat, 
that I Mixkedxkhexywintsxyouxmatex did not get as 98 a grasp. 
on the senor of your remarks as f hago don rae uc tex Oa 


lr .Brown of New York who also spoke. against tne 
report: has very kindly shown mea brief containing the points 
he. wished to make. I hope we can get to-gether the pros and 
cons of the question and have it displayed in some Tulaens | Blak 
the benefit of the vhuneh at. Larges | | | 


I ne also heard from lin Axtell. wis ie cea 
in. preparation an overture which he likes. Bae PONRG a 


ed aia sorry that z dia tos Baye the pleasure, of necting — 
youe. | | : : 3 | | ea. 


Thanking you eae any ‘communication von, ‘may make I am 
with sincere regards, Cr Rea ; oe 


Yours) gery peaie: 


| S. M. TRMPLEITON 
' Stated Clerk, Texas Synod 
, ROCKWALL, TEMAS 


ne June 23, 1933 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, D. D., 
East Jersey St., near Broad, 
Elizabeth, N. Je, 


My Dear Doctor Robinson, 
. This is a an appreciative acknowl- 
ecement of your favor of 17th instant. It would to me also 
have been a pleasure to meet you.personally at the Assembly. 


I am giad to hive you some idea of my reasons for opposing 
the proposed Overture submitted by the Committee on Polity pro- 
viding for a reduction of the number of Commissioners in the As- 
sembly. 

I may say that for sixty years I have heen something 
of a student of the Presbyterian system of Government---something 
of a devotee perhaps. Hence I am quite a conservative on the 
subject of changing the Constitution. Not that some changes may 
not be needed from time to time, but that the burden of proof of 
such necessity should always be on the proponents of such changese 


I may further say that I think that too many changes have been 
made in recent years without improving the adaptation of our Con- 
stitution to the needs of the Church. So many changes have re-= 
quired frequent new editions of the Digest; so that the Church 
cannot be sure of what the law of the Church is, sinee it has 
not had time tof familiarize itself with one change wmtil another 
is up for consideration. _. mer 


To the question at hand: 
| First off I may say that I believe 
it be fundamental in our Polity that there be f 
. "Equal representa= 
tion of ministers and elders from every Presbytery in every Gen- 
eral Assembly, every year.". 
| That is the present law of the Church, 
long since established, familiar to the vhurch, easy to be under- 
stood. 
The Overture offered by the vommittee was complicated, 
and while recognizing equal representation of ministers and el- 
Gers in the Assembly it would require a never-ending renumbering 
of the esbyteries so as to approximate this equal representation 
in the Assembly. .It would require an annual recount of the min- 
sters in every Presbytery in order to differentiate between those 
Which would have such a number of ministers as would entitle them 


nis an 
Eon Ehoee WErhoevten anual ah would hare tho oft neubes io mGiniotere 
so that they would be able to elect alternately a minister or an 
elder. Who would make all this recount, and who would pay the 
expense of notifying.every Presbytery every year in time for them 
to know how to elect their Commissioners? 


ory Robinson #2 


The Assembly itself is based on the Presbytery. It is in fact 
a convention of the Presbyteries which are present in the persons 
of their Comvissioners. This equality of representation of minis- 
ters and elders should start out from the Presbyteries, and not 
be left in any uncertainty through any complicated calculations. 


Except for the cost in mile and entertainment, which of 
course is not to be ligjtly constdered, all other considerations 
impressme in the direction of a large Assembly. 


And even in the matter of the cost, the Presbyteries may be 
relied on to pay their Assembly dues, even in times of stwess, as 
in the recent Assembly beyond the expestations of Office of the 
General Assembly. This is a separate fund from EN CREASY OLGROOS) 
and in practice is not in competetion with the benevolence funds, 
and cannot be diverted into the benevolent channels. If the 
qu €ion is raised that the smaller and more distant Presbyteries 
do not pay an amount equal to the cost of their Commissioners, it 
can be said that there is a missionary aspect to this matter, since 
the larger Presbyteries in the rum of years have contributed to 
the Home Missions enterprises to plané these distant churches and 
Presbyteries, and it remains to some extent a missionary feature 
to aid these Presbyteries in the matter of attendance on the meet-= 
ings of the Assembly. 


It is worth what it costs. Every minister and elder from a 
Presytery attending the Assembly receives impressions of the di- 
mension of his Uhurch and its great work net to be realized in any 
other way, and he carries back home with him these impressions 
and as long ss he lives will be a witness to his neighbors of what 
his Church is. It is the best and cheapest liason work between 
the Assembly and its agencies on onehand and the Presbyteries and 
churches on the other hand, 


A large Assenbly is more impressive than a small one, and 
gives a wider representation fhroughout the bounds of the whole 
vhurche A membership of 990 is of course not a “deliberative 
bofy" in the sense that every man there may in a week's time make 
all the speeches he may desire; but neither is a body of 600 a 
deliberative body that sense, and is not nearly so impressive 
or so representative a body as one of 906, oreven more. 


Some reduction may be realized without imfracting the funda- 
mental genius of our vhurch. Smaller personnel in Presbyteries 
may be merged with other sthaller Presbyteries, and the ratio of 
representation may be raised from 24 to 36 or 40, and so the smaller 
and larger Presbyteries may come partly to meet oneanother and so 
reduce the exnenge. 


This, I am sure, is a sufficient imposition on your patience, 
but will give you at least the outline of my views on the subject 
in hand. 


7 Yours very crdially, ayy fou tar 
S. M. Templeton 


